A CHILD OF THE KING – From Pit to Palace by Martin Eldon

2Samual 9:1-3  And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan's sake? And there was of the house of Saul a servant whose name was Ziba. And when they had called him unto David, the king said unto him, Art thou Ziba? And he said, Thy servant is he. And the king said, Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God unto him? And Ziba said unto the king, Jonathan hath yet a son, which is lame on his feet. 

 2Samual 9:6-10  Now when Me-phibo-sheth, the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, was come unto David, he fell on his face, and did reverence. And David said, Me-phibo-sheth. And he answered, Behold thy servant! And David said unto him, Fear not: for I will surely shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy father's sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually. And he bowed himself, and said, What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am? Then the king called to Ziba, Saul's servant, and said unto him, I have given unto thy master's son all that pertained to Saul and to all his house. Thou therefore, and thy sons, and thy servants, shall till the land for him, and thou shalt bring in the fruits, that thy master's son may have food to eat: but Me-phibo-sheth thy master's son shall eat bread alway at my table. 
Me-phibo-sheth was a cripple, he was lame in both feet from a child, this condition placed him in the lowest segment of society. During bible times people who were lame usually survived often by begging for alms at public entrances. They were seen as out casts, as Me-phibo-sheth even called himself a ‘dead dog’. Not only was he an outcast but he was also the grandson of Saul, King David’s enemy. From whom God had taken the Kingdom of Israel and placed David as head. Yet Me-phibo-sheth found grace in the eyes of David. How? Was it by his own merits? By some work? By some beauty that Me-phibo-sheth possessed? By his great boastful words? NO. It was for Jonathan’s sake, that David had kindness upon him. It was the great love that David had for Jonathan that led him to take this lame man into his palace and to feed him at his table, as if he was his own son. It was grace, unmerited favor that brought this man from the pit to the palace.

Now take this story, and lets apply it to mankind. What is man with out Christ? 

We are spiritually lame; we cannot walk in the light because we are filled with darkness.

We are unclean, because we are lepers in our sins.

We are children of the enemy, because our father is the devil (John 8:44).

We are dead dogs, because we are strangers, outside of spiritual Israel.

We are blind because we cannot see the truth.

We are lost because we do not know the shepherd.

We are filthy because we have lain in the hog pin of sin.

We are unrighteous, because there is no good thing in us. (Romans 7:18)
We are hopeless, because we know not hope.

And we are dead because we have not life. (John 14:6)
MANKIND IS WORTHY OF DEATH

Mankind in and of its self is worthy of only extinction, All have been found guilty before the God of Heaven. Found to be his enemy, rebels fighting against his holy government.

“Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be”. “Sin is the transgression of the Law”  And “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God” and “The Penalty for sin is death”.”

Don’t ever think that the human race is good friends, don’t ever think that this flesh is good. There is none good (Matthew 9:17). No not one. All have sinned, all have rebelled against God, all have had pleasure in unrighteousness, our best works are filthy rags before God. Mankind hates God; it hates God so fervently that WE nailed his only begotten Son to a tree and we mocked him as he died.

There is none righteous, there is none worthy, there is none good enough, we all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. The only thing that God owes us is everlasting death.

But thank Jehovah for his grace, for his mercy and for his love.

Ephesians 2:12-20  That at that time ye were without Christ, (What are we without Christ?) being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world (Aliens, strangers, with no hope and without God): But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;
You see without Christ we are without hope, and we are without God. But through Jesus’ shed blood, we have peace, we have nearness, we have reconciliation with God. We are no more strangers but of the household of God. Why would God take us dreadful, evil humans and bring them into his house hold? Why did David bring in Me-phibo-sheth? For Jonathon’s sake, God blesses us for Christ’s sake.

Ephesians 4:32  And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.

It is not of our works friends, it is for Christ’s sake, and his sake alone that we have forgiveness, that we have reconciliation. Jesus loved us so much that he purchased us with his own blood. It is only because of that blood, that we can be translated into the Kingdom of God.

“(GOD) hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:  In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: Colossians 1:13-14”   
Not only have we been purchased friends, but we have been adopted into the family of God through Jesus.

Romans 8:15   For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

SONS OF GOD

So Jesus isn’t only our Redeemer, Our Lord, Our Savior, but he is also our Elder brother, and God is our Father.

Galatians 4:4-7   But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 

We are the heirs of GOD, in fact we are joint-heirs with Jesus Christ! What an awesome thing! God truly considers us His children. He loves us just as much as he loves his only begotten Son. “For God so loved you and me that he gave his only begotten Son… Romans 8:32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”  What an awesome fact to comprehend. But this has been the message preached since the resurrection, for example: After Jesus purchased our pardon, and rose again the third day, He spoke a most precious message to one of his disciples. Many people read this and ignore the implications. But I want us to read it with the thoughts of being children of God on our hearts.

John 20:17   Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.

Jesus called us brethren friends, he said his Father and God, was our Father and God. The Son of GOD gave himself so that we could become the children of God. The bible says that Jesus is the Firstborn of “Many Brethren” (Romans 8:29). And that we are joint heirs with Jesus Christ.

Galatians 3:26-29  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.

And you remember how king David took the grandson of his enemy and caused him to sit at his table to eat? God is going to take us, and cause us to sit down and King Jesus himself is going to come forth and serve us.

Luke 12:36  And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding; that when he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately. Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them. 

You talking about going from the pit to the palace friends, this is it. God taking the most wretched sinners, and adopting them into his family, then the Lord Jesus himself serving us dinner. I want to be at that wedding supper don’t you? 

FROM THE HOG PIN TO THE PENTHOUSE

Salvation is like going from the hog pin to the penthouse.  And Jesus told a parable that symbolizes this well. I guess we all have read or heard the parable of the prodigal Son, who took his inheritance and left the Father and wasted it all on sinful living. Then a famine comes and the prodigal Son ends up feeding the swine. He was almost to the point of eating the hog’s food when something happened.

Luke 15:17-24 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry:  For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. 

You see friends, we come to God through Christ just as we are. He comes and wraps us in his loving arms. He slides a ring on our finger. Do you know what that ring is? It is a family ‘signet’. Each family had a symbol that represented them and that symbol was engraved upon the top of a ring. The ring was used to stamp the family symbol upon wax seals that was used to close scrolls and documents. Thus the ring symbolized the prodigal son’s acceptance back into the family of God. And God doesn’t leave us in the same condition that we come in either. God takes our filthy rags and clothes us with new garments. The stains of the past are washed away and forgotten. We become “New Creatures in Christ Jesus”. This has been God’s plan for us friends from the beginning. He wants us to come to Him through his Son, to become a child of God and to be transformed into the image of his Son, through the indwelling of his Son’s Spirit.

Ephesians 1:3-12  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.

JESUS THE ALL IN ALL

Jesus Christ purchased us friends upon the cross, he paid a debt that we could not pay. The one who knew no sin became sin for us, that we may have the righteousness of God. Jesus is the Christian’s all in all. Jesus is our power, Jesus is our wisdom, Jesus is our redeemer. What ever we lacked, Jesus fulfills.

We were spiritually lame, but he wrapped our feet with the gospel of peace.

We were unclean, but he washed us in his blood. 

We were children of the enemy, but he adopted us into the family of God. 

We were dead dogs, but now we are the children of God.

We were blind, but he gave us eyes to see. 

We were lost, but he became our shepherd.  

We were filthy, but he clothed us with white linen..

We were unrighteous, but he became our righteousness. 

We were hopeless, but he became our hope. 

And we were dead, but he became our life.  

Jesus is the door friends, there is no other way to the Father. There is no other way to be saved. There is  no other name given, there is no other who can die in your place. You will either go through Jesus Christ and become a child of God, or you will die lost, a child of the devil.

Romans 9:24-26  Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?  As he saith also in Osee, I will call them my people, which were not my people; and her beloved, which was not beloved.  And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people; there shall they be called the children of the living God.

