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Ephesians 4:10-13  He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

Here Paul explains that there have been certain gifts given to the Church by Jesus Christ. Jesus gave the church Apostles, and prophets, he gave to it Pastors and teachers. For what reason? So they would have speakers at social events? No, but for the perfecting of the saints. So that the church could come into the full knowledge of; and be conformed into the image of Jesus Christ.

Does anybody here know everything they want to know about Jesus? No? Then we need to keep studying, don’t we?

Is there anybody here that is living the same self-denying life that Jesus Christ lived? No? Then we need to plan on this word stepping on our toes. Amen? And when it steps on your toes, then step up to it. We have to let the word do its work and sanctify us; and set us apart from the world. That is what Jesus said isn’t it? “Sanctify them with thy truth, thy word is truth” John 17:17
Now look at what the work of these offices has upon the church.

Ephesians 4:14-15 that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:

The job of the Apostles, prophets, pastors and teachers is to bring you into the maturity of the faith; through the knowledge of the truth, so that you will not be deceived by every wind of doctrine. We must teach you the word of GOD, so that you will know the “Thus saith the Lord”, instead of “thus saith my pastor”. If you do not know the scriptures for yourself, then you will be susceptible to false doctrines. If you do not know the scriptures for yourself, then you cannot expect to teach others the truth.

My friends, faith in man is a very shallow thing. So many people put their faith in a ‘pastor’ or a so called ‘prophet’. And they hold to a certain article of faith, because these men hold to them. And when these pastors and prophets, are proven false, they lay aside what they formerly believed. What does this mean? This means these people are putting their faith in man, and not upon the word of GOD.

Now ask yourself; why do you believe in the Sabbath? Is it because your pastor teaches it? Or is it because you have read the bible and know for yourself that the Sabbath is truth?

Why do you believe the dead are dead? Why do you believe the soul can die?

Why do you believe Jesus is truly the Son of GOD? Why do you believe these things? Is it because I said it was truth, or have you studied these things out for yourself and know they are truth?

When we have bible studies or when I preach a sermon, I want you to pay attention; I want you to see for yourself what the bible says about these things. I want you to be able to show others the truth, and I want you to be able to defend the truth, with this word. 

I was asked one time, what will keep this church from going into error. And there is just one way; you must know the truth. If you know the truth, you will not accept error. If you do not know the truth, then you cannot discern wrong from right; and you will definitely fall into error.

Hebrews 5:13-14   For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

My friends I don’t want you to be ‘babes’ in Christ. I want you to be mature Christians, who have grown upon the good word of GOD. Each of you should be able to sit down with a person and show him from the bible the gospel.  You should be able to show him that God’s 10 commandments are true. You should be able to prove that the dead are really dead. Each of you should be teachers; not up here behind the pulpit, but out there in the world shining the light of God’s word to this darkened world.

Yet there are people who have gone to church all their life, they come and listen to the pastor, and go home and don’t study the bible no more that week. They can’t tell you why they believe what they believe. And you cannot talk about the deeper things of God to them. You know I believe the following words of Paul can refer to people like that.

Hebrews 5:12  For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.

You know, I can remember when God showed me that he was going to wean me from the milk, and start me on the meat. I told my pastor about it, and he said, “you’re not on the milk, you’re already on meat”. But I tell you friends I was on the milk at that time, and those who that pastor thought were on the milk were not eating at all.

But it was like God was calling me to investigate his word, to dig a little deeper, to wade on out in the waters. He wanted me to lay aside the man made traditions and to see what he was really saying in his bible.

Revelation 10:8-10  And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth. And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. And I took the little book out of the angel’s hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.

The word of GOD is sweet, and it is meat indeed. There is nothing else that can sustain the spiritual man. As Jesus said, man cannot live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of GOD.

And God is calling for each person to come and take his book and to eat it up. And when you taste it you will realize that the Lord is good, and how sweet he is. You will realize that God is love and you will learn just how much God cares for you.

But there is a bitter side too. Because when you eat this book, you will also realize that this world is your enemy; that there is a spiritual warfare going on, and there is somebody out there trying to steal your soul. If you eat this book you will see that the dragon has deceived the whole world; and that Babylon is reigning supreme. I remember when the Lord first showed me this, when he first began weaning me from the milk; It was around X-Mass and I drove down town, to where my buddy worked, and I got him to walk outside with me. And I said, Leslie, look around us, man we’re in Babylon.

 Do you think you can go to the church house and get away from this? A lot of the churches are as much Babylon, as the world. They’re so confused that they don’t know if they are coming or going. You talking about making a person’s belly bitter! Christendom is supposed to be the pillar of truth, but it has turned into the tower of Babel. Turn with me to: 1st Timothy 3:14-15
1st Timothy 3:14-15 These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly: But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

What did Paul call the Church? The pillar and ground of the truth. And to ensure it stayed that way, Paul wrote letters to young ministers like Timothy that taught him how the church was to be set up and run. He explained to Timothy the order of the services; he explained who was to speak, and who was not to speak. He explained who could hold the offices of the church, and who could not hold office in the church.

He taught the truth about GOD, and holiness, and he rebuked ungodliness and confusion. He set forth the right doctrines and committed them to faithful men who would teach the truth. And do you know what Timothy was to do with the truth?

2nd Timothy 2:1-2 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 

Timothy was to share the same truth with faithful men, so that they could also teach others. Why do we share the truth? We share these truths with people, not just so that they can be saved, but also so that they can share the same truths with others. 

One of the requirements of being a Pastor, is being able to teach others the truth.

1st Timothy 3:1-7 This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; 

The most important part of a Pastor’s job is teaching the truth to others.  He has to hold firm to the word of GOD, and be able to teach it. And he has to know it well enough so that he can defend his faith.

Titus 1:9-11  Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision: Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake.
Let me read verse 9 from the Bible in Basic English Titus 1:9  Keeping to the true word of the teaching, so that he may be able to give comfort by right teaching and overcome the arguments of the doubters. (BBE)

There are many who doubt the truth. There are many people who would love to pick your faith apart. I have a ministry on the Internet, and I run into these people all the time. And sometimes we have some heated debates. Angela calls it “arguing”; when Jesus debated the Pharisees and scribes the bible called it “reasoning”. But people wonder why do you even debate? My friends the bible tells me that I should convince the gainsayers, or overcome the doubters; as Jesus put the Sadducees to silence (Matthew 22:34). And if I cannot defend what I believe with the word of GOD, then I shouldn’t believe it.

So I ask, How do we keep our church from falling into error? We must know the truth. Each person needs to know the truth for himself. They should know the bible concerning these doctrines for themselves.

But there remains something more important than that.

You see, there are a lot of people who know a lot of truthful doctrines. But they are not willing to stand for them and they are not willing to live by them. Do you know why?

John 14:23   Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.

If you love Jesus, what will you do? You will keep his words. If you love Jesus then you will obey his truth. And you will love the TRUTH. Everyone that loves Jesus, loves the truth; because Jesus is the truth.

How about those who do not keep Jesus’ words and don’t love the truth; do they love Jesus?

John 14:24  He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s which sent me.

My friends when you meet Jesus Christ, and he comes to abide in your heart, you will love the truth. If you don’t love the truth, and your not willing to obey it, then you do not know Jesus Christ.

The bible says you will know them by their fruits; and what are all the fruits of the Spirit based upon?

Ephesians 5:9  (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)

God’s Spirit will not have a part in a lie! God hates lies; but he rejoices in TRUTH, and those who are born of his love and Spirit rejoices in truth also (1 Corinthians 13:6). Without that love for the truth we will all perish.

2nd Thessalonians 2:8-12  And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

My friends, there is a difference in just knowing the truth, and loving the truth. I have heard people testify, and talk about how they have shared different truths with people, but the people just don’t seem to care. 

But do you realize why you care about the truth? Why truth matters to you? Because somewhere along this way, you were introduced to a man named Jesus. Before I came to him, I didn’t care what day was the biblical Sabbath. In fact I didn’t care what the bible said at all. But when I fell in love with that man Jesus, I found the love for the truth.

If you don’t want your friends and loved ones receiving a strong delusion and believing a lie and being damned; then you better share Jesus with them; so that they can receive the love for the truth. You better tell them about John 3:16. About how GOD loves them so much that he sent his Son to die for their sins, so that whosoever believes in him can be saved. 

You know Paul went to many different nations preaching the gospel; he led thousands to the truth. Many of these people were nothing but heathens; who needed to learn a whole lot of truth. Paul could have shared so many different things; but do you know what Paul shared with them?

2nd Corinthians 2:1-2 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.

For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.

He lifted up the crucified Saviour to these people; he pointed to the cross and shared the love of GOD with these people. You know, Jesus said, “IF I be lifted up, I will draw all men to me”. You know if you lead a person to Jesus, then Jesus promises that he will lead that person into all truth, through the holy Spirit.

Sometimes we get things backward. We want to lead them into a bunch of true doctrines, before we lead them to Jesus, and friends that doesn’t work. No doctrine will benefit them until they give their hearts to Jesus. When Jesus has your heart, then the truth will matter to you. 

