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Hebrews 13:5-6   Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.

My friends when one looks upon the world and upon the evildoers in the land, and sees how they prosper and see how they thrive; it is easy to let your mind wonder and it is easy to question why? Why do those who hate God prosper while those who love God perish? 

You know Jeremiah prayed to God and said: I know you are righteous O Lord, but I still I have to ask a question, Why do the wicked prosper? And why do the workers of deceit live in Comfort? (Jeremiah 12:1)  

King David asked the Lord, “How long shall the wicked triumph?” (Psalms 94:3).

Yet GOD says the wicked may flourish, but they shall be destroyed for ever (Psalms 92:7).

Thus Paul tells us not to let covetousness be a part of our lifestyles, were not to lust after the things of this world, but we are to be content. Why? Because God has promised never to leave us, nor forsake us. Jesus promised that he would go with us all the way, even unto the ends of the world.

My friends the wicked are just for a season, they are a like flower that blooms and then fades away; but those who do the will of GOD shall endure forever.

Psalms 145:20   The LORD preserveth all them that love him: but all the wicked will he destroy.

My friend, I don’t covet a thing that the wicked have; there may be some pleasure in sin for a season, but the end there of is the way of death. Not only are the wicked the living-dead, but they are restless; they have no peace in this world. God says that there is no rest for the wicked. 

Turn to Isaiah 57:20-21

Isaiah 57:20-21  But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.

Those who are without God are like waves of the sea, they run to and fro seeking peace and finding none. They attempt to fill their cup with this world; but their hearts remain empty. 

Some try to find peace in wealth, but the richer they become, the more riches they want. They are never satisfied.

Some run to alcohol, and try to find a release in their booze.

Many run to their dope, their pot, their pills, or their coke, and try to escape reality.

There are many more examples, but it is all the same; they are like their ‘father’ Beelzebub, which means lord of the flies. 

Do you remember when God asked Satan where he came from? And he said he had been to and fro, and walking up and down in the earth (Job 1:7); Satan has no peace, he has no rest; and those who serve him light here and there looking for peace, and but they find none, because they do not know the Prince of Peace.

Their addictions are gifts from Satan, whereby he attempts to fill the empty spot of their heart that belongs only to GOD.  

You don’t only see this in the world, but it is in the professed Church also. There are many who have a form of Godliness, but not the power of salvation. Their minds are spent on the things of the world, instead of the things of GOD.

2nd Timothy 3:1-7   This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.  

My friends this description is of the professed Church, of the religious people in the last days and it is here. This generation has no idea what holiness is! And they don’t care. God has called us to be a holy people, a people that are set a part from the world, so we can reflect the light of our risen Saviour.

Why is the professed church world so unholy? They love pleasure, more than they love GOD. When you have the love of GOD in your life, it sets you free from the bondage of sin. Sin will not have dominion over you. If you don’t love GOD, then you don’t know GOD, and you are lost.

2nd Timothy 3:12   Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

How do you think these professed Christians, who do not truly love GOD, feel about those who do love GOD? The bible says they “despise them”. They are angry with them, and they falsely accuse them; As Cain became enraged with Abel and slew him, because his own works were wicked.

When you love GOD with all your heart, and you live to please your heavenly Father, your life exposes those who have a mere pretense of religion, and they soon hate you. There is no better way to make a sinner angry, than to call sin by its rightful name 

Now look at how Paul describes the works of these world lovers.

2nd Timothy 3:6-7   For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

Paul says these men lead captive silly women, woman who are not rooted in the word of GOD, and he goes on to say they are ever learning and yet never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. Do you think these people who are in these false religions have true peace in their hearts? Why do you think the Roman Catholic Church invented the doctrine of purgatory? These people are dieing without a relationship with GOD, without an assurance of salvation, so the priest tells them, “You will be okay,, you will have to go to purgatory and burn in hell a little while, but we’ll get you out”. Purgatory is a favorable doctrine to Catholics, because it gives them hope.

People who accept a false gospel are ever learning, they are ever trying to find away into heaven, other than the blood bought way of Calvary. And I tell you folks, if you try to climb up a different way, then you are the same as a thief and a robber. If you have ever met these people, you will know they have some of the strangest doctrines; some of these doctrines really took time and effort to invent, and some are sincere in these doctrines, but the hearts of those who expound such things are void of the grace of God. We can look at their lifestyles and see that they have no fruit.

Hebrews 13:7-9  Never forget your leaders, who first spoke to you the Word of God. Remember the result of their lives, and imitate their faith. (Phil) Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.---  Do not be turned away by different strange teachings, because it is good for your hearts to be made strong by grace, and not by meats (difficult doctrines), which were of no profit to those who took so much trouble over them. BBE

What does Paul warn us against? Being carried away with strange doctrines. 

As we have studied this morning, there are a number of wild doctrines about the book of Genesis. Some say Angels mated with women. Some say Cain’s physical dad was Satan. Some tell us that Adam wasn’t the first man.

Some cults tell us that Jesus’ body didn’t come out of the tomb!

Some advocate keeping the Jewish Feast days.

Some tell us that America and Britain are really the lost tribes of Israel.

I ask, does these doctrines edify? Here Paul tells us that our hearts should be established by grace, not by these wild doctrines which are not profiting the teachers. Most of those who teach these wild doctrines are void of the love of GOD and they have no assurance of salvation. And they bring forth the fruits of an unconverted heart. If these doctrines have not profited the teacher, they sure won’t profit you.

WHAT IS PROFITABLE?

Turn with me to Titus 3:3-4

Titus 3:3-4  For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,

How does the bible say we were before the Love of God appeared to us? We were foolish and deceived. We were slaves to sin and we were filled with hate. That is how we USE TO BE. My friend, when you accept the love of GOD, there is a change made in your heart.

When Paul wrote to the Corinthians, he named off a long laundry list of sins that those of the world commit, and then he said:

“And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God”. 1 Corinthians 6:11  

In another place he said, “If any man be in Christ he is a new creature, old things are passed away, behold all things are become new”. (2nd Corinthians 5:17)

What makes this change in a Christian’s life? Is it by their labor? By their effort?

Titus 3:5-8 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men.

My friends we are saved according to the mercy of GOD, by the grace of GOD. The penalty for our sins was paid at the cross. Our justification, and good standing with GOD is a gift from the Lord Jesus Christ. When we accept the gospel, he will wash us from our sins, and fill us with his Spirit and we will walk in the newness of life. And because we are justified by grace, we are heirs of GOD, and heirs with Christ. Our inheritance is eternal life.

This is what Paul tells Titus to confirm constantly, this is the GOOD NEWS that establishes our hearts; that settles us on the firm foundation. This is the Gospel that causes our lives to bear the fruits.

My friend there is no sweeter sound than John 3:16 to a true Christian! Who could ever tire of hearing God’s love letter? 

For GOD so loved the world.

That is while were yet sinners God loved us each and everyone.

That he gave his only begotten Son,

That God’s love for us caused him to act, to send his Son to this earth. Thus is manifested the love of GOD toward us. He spared not even his own son for our salvation.

That whosoever believeth

The gift is for who ever will accept it by faith.

That whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

That is, those who accept the gift would not die the death they deserve, but receive the everlasting life, that only Christ has to offer.

My friends Righteousness by faith, justification by faith, is the sweetest sound a sinner could ever hear. It is the sweetest sound that a Christian could ever hear. It is the most wonderful music that ever was spoken from the lips of man. Only an ignorant man, who does not realize the meaning would tire of such words.

Tell me again, “That old, old story, how a Saviour came from glory, to give his life on Calvary to save a wretch like me”.

And do you think we will be singing in about in heaven? 

Revelation 7:12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 

Why are they rejoicing and praising GOD?

Revelation 7:14  And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

Because they found the fount of living water. They drunk the waters of life, and they could rejoice because they would never see the Second Death. They had been washed in the blood of the Lamb! My friend there is pow’r in the blood.
