SPIRITUAL DECEPTION

Matthew 24:1  And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple. 

Jesus had spent the day in the temple courtyard teaching the word of GOD. And when the day was spent and the evening sun began to set, he and his disciples began their journey to the mount of Olives. The disciples had just heard their Master pronounce Seven woes upon the religious leaders of the Jews whom he declared vipers, and then he pronounced over the temple “Your house is left onto you desolate” (Matthew 23:13-39).  And as they were leaving the temple the disciples with a sense of pride pointed to the temple structure, the great building that represented the worship of the one True GOD, that edifice which pointed the people to heavenly things, and they said, see here, what manner of stones these are (Mark 13:1), Inside their hearts they were questioning the Lord’s word and were wondering, “did he really mean this beautiful temple of GOD would be left desolate“.

Matthew 24:2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 

The Lord reaffirmed what he has previously stated, the Temple would be left desolate, torn to the ground, and not one of the giant stones shall remain upon another. The disciples had thought that the temple would remain erect as long as the world would stand. Thus they associated the destruction of the temple, with the return of the Jesus Christ and the end of the age. And when they reached the mount of Olives and had sat down the disciples came to Jesus and enquired of these things saying.

Matthew 24:3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 

They were asking Jesus, “Tell us when Lord? When are you coming back, what signs will there be so that we will know that your coming is nigh”. And what did Christ first answer them? Which sign did he first mention? He could of chose nation rising against nation. He could of chose earthquakes in diverse place. He could of chose pestilence, or wars or persecution; but instead he began his discourse with a warning.

Matthew 24:4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 

Take heed, be vigilant, be careful; don’t let anyone deceive you. My friend deception is the first thing that Jesus warned us of because he knew deception would be on the rampage in the last days, and deception is the greatest threat to a follower of Christ. Wars, earthquakes, and disease can only kill your body, but deception can cause you to loose your eternal life.  And where did Christ say would be the greatest source of deception? Matthew 24:5

Matthew 24:5  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.  

Jesus didn’t point to the atheists and say “They shall deceive many”. He didn’t point to the pagan and say, “They shall deceive many”.  But he first pointed to those who would come in his name, and profess him to be Christ, as the source of the most deadly deception. A follower of Jesus Christ will not be deceived by those who deny that Jesus existed; the greatest deception comes from those who profess Jesus with their lips, but in their hearts serve darkness, especially when those who serve darkness truly believe that they are doing God’s service.

Paul speaking of the end times wrote: But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. 2Ti 3:13  

The greatest deceivers are those who are deceived themselves, those who sincerely think that they are right, because with earnest passion and sincerity they begin to lead others, down the path of destruction. Jesus said if the blind lead the blind, they both shall fall in the ditch. 

And Satan takes every opportunity to aid their work of deception; he ‘blesses’ their work with the power of his seducing spirits. 

1Timothy 4:1-2   Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;

As the workers of righteousness are endued with power from on high, the Apostles of Satan are endued with the power of darkness. The spirits of the devils attend their meetings, and the spirit of devils work upon the emotions and passions, and the people believe they are being blessed for their unrighteousness.

THE GREATEST DECEPTIONS

      At this moment Satan and his agents are sowing the seeds for the greatest deception ever foisted upon mankind. Little by little Satan is laying the groundwork for his final masterpiece. An act of deception that will be so great, all but the very elect will be deceived. In Matthew 24, Christ describes this deception.

Matthew 24:23-25   Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Behold, I have told you before. 

Here Jesus warns us that there shall be false Christs, and false Apostles, that have been indwelled with super natural power, and are able to work great signs and miracles; and the deception shall be so overwhelming, that if possible, they will deceive the very elect. And Jesus says, “I’m telling you before it comes to pass so you will be ready”.

My friend there is a spirit that has fallen upon the church world, and it is a spirit of slumber and confusion. Darkness has veiled the eyes of so many. They will not read the word of GOD, and they do not believe the word of GOD, and because they do not believe, they shall be deceived. God has given us a way to try the spirits to see if they be of GOD, and the Word of GOD is the measuring stick. IF they speak not according to this word then there is no light in them.

Seducing spirits have conquered the ‘church world’, people will not accept a plain “thus saith the Lord”, but rather they seek to those who profess to be prophets, but truly have familiar spirits, and ask for smooth words.

2Timothy 4:1-4  I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

TWO FABLES

My friends the majority of churches are built upon fables. From Sunday worship to the trinity, it is all a man made fable. But today I want to look at two fables, two doctrines of demons that Satan is using to bring about his greatest deception. The first is the secrete rapture doctrine and the other is the immortal soul.

The secrete rapture doctrine teaches that Jesus when he comes back will come quietly, secretly, invisibly, and snatch away his people. And then after a few years he will return again peaceably and reign on the earth over the wicked. 

But what does the bible say? I will only look at a few verses out of many that prove that this is utter nonsense.

Revelation 1:7  Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.

When Jesus returns on the clouds of glory how many will the see the Lord? Every eye shall see him says the word of GOD. 

How about 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17
1Th 4:16-17  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

How does the Lord descend? With a shout, and with the trump of GOD! Is that silent my friends? And when the dead in Christ hear his voice, they will come bursting out of the graves and ascend with the living Christians to meet the Lord in the air. How can that be secrete?

Mat 24:29-31  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
My Friends Jesus said the sign of his coming shall appear, it shall be visible, in fact he states that all the tribes or nations of the earth shall mourn, and because they shall see the Son of GOD coming in the clouds; and all of his angels will be with him, and they shall gather his people to him. That is about as secrete as a nuclear bomb don’t you think?

What has made people so blind that they cannot see that the secrete rapture doctrine is a lie straight from the devil’s hell?  A pre-tribulation-secrete-rapture is the easy way out for a world loving church, and those that are faint of heart and faith, want to hear smooth messages like this to quench their itching ears.

Why does Satan want people to believe in a ‘secrete rapture’ and a ‘peaceable’ return of Christ? 

So he can impersonate Jesus Christ; either through manifesting himself and proclaiming himself Christ, or through indwelling a man, and that man proclaiming that he is the recipient of the “Christ Spirit”. I don’t know exactly how he will do it, but I know that Christ said there shall arise a false Christ,, and he will show great signs and wonders, and that the delusion would be so powerful, that if it was possible the very elect would be deceived (Matthew 24:23-25).  
And concerning this Jesus gives the following warning.

Matthew 24:26-27   Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.

Jesus is telling us that when this false-christ appears, and they begin to tell you that Jesus is in Jerusalem, or Jesus is at the Vatican, or Jesus is at the church down the road, don’t believe it! When I come back it will be like the lightning that streaks from the east to the west, every eye will see me.

There are actually some who believe that Jesus will be seen when he returns to reign peaceably on the TV, they say that is how every eye will see Jesus. The false apostles on TBN have even said Jesus will personally use their television station to speak to the world when he returns. This is another deception of Satan. He cannot duplicate the return of Christ, thus he invents a false doctrine that teaches that Christ will not return the very way that he said; but in a way that can be mimicked with man made devices. The only one who uses TBN to speak to the world is Satan himself.

Spiritualism
Yet this false Christ will not only employ man made devices, but he will be empowered with miracle working power.

2Thessalonians 2:9  Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 

My friends the bible says this man will be endowed with all the power of Satan, and able to perform signs and lying wonders. Do you know the Lord Jesus Christ well enough not to be deceived? Do you know the scriptures well enough not to be deceived?

What will your senses be telling you when you see this man that looks like Jesus, who talks like Jesus, who says he is Jesus? Who preaches the ‘love of God’? Who walks on water? Who opens the eyes of the blind? Who causes the lame to walk again? Who calls fire down from heaven in the sight of men? Who causes the dead to speak? Will you know Jesus well enough, his word well enough to escape the delusion??

The bible teaches us that there will be three forces united in this final deception. Romanism, fallen Protestantism, and Spiritualism.
Rev 16:13-14  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.

Spiritualism is the first false doctrine taught by Satan (Genesis 3:4). It is basically the belief that the dead are not really dead, but they are conscious some where, and because they are conscious, a person can communicate with them. Pure Spiritualism entered this country a few centuries ago, and most churches realized it was demonic at once. For the ‘spirits’ that were conjured up denied the inspiration of the bible and the person of Jesus Christ. Yet Satan continued to modify his work, and now these spirits confess that the bible is inspired, but they spiritualize away it’s meaning, and now they do confess that person of Jesus Christ. And thus the churches have adopted this form of spiritualism. Rome has been given to spiritualism for centuries, it is a foundational doctrine of theirs that the dead are not dead but are alive and they can be communicated with. The protestant churches are accepting it widely now. You do not of them praying to the dead very often but they fully believe the dead are really alive and are watching over us. They will often confess that the dead has appeared to them in person, or in dreams and have delivered them messages.

Again if people believed the bible they would reject this false doctrine immediately. The bible teaches that the dead are truly dead. They have no consciousness.

Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. Also their envy is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun. (Also see Verse 10).

Psalms 146:4 “His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.

With these verses we see that the dead “know not any thing”, and also we see that they have no “portion” or they CANNOT EFFECT anything that is done in the realm of the living.

Psalms 115:17 The dead praise not the Lord neither any that go down into silence.

Psalms 6:5 For in death there is no remembrance of thee, in the grave who shall give thee thanks?

This is only a small sample of the many verses that teach that death is death. That man is mortal, and when he dies he sleeps in the grave until the Lord returns.

Why does Satan want you to believe that the dead are not dead? So he can deceive you. The testimony of one from the dead would be cherished by the world. What was the greatest miracle that Jesus did while on earth that caused so many to believe upon him? It was when he raised Lazarus from the dead.

Satan cannot raise the dead, but he has ‘familiar spirits’ that impersonate our dead loved ones. Who look, who talk, who feel, who smell just like the ones we once loved. This deception is one of the most over powering.

My friends do not think that just because you know the truth about death that this device cannot deceive you.  If we willfully cherish a known sin, we are inviting the temptations of Satan. Sin separates us from God and from the watch care of His angels. If we hold to sin, we will be without defense when the evil one presents his deceptions. Every day he is trying to weaken our defenses, he is trying to implant the seed that will spring into death.

A STORY TO CONSIDER
I will share with you a story concerning this topic that I want you to consider. There was a family of Christians who moved to the Amazon to do missionary work and to care for the sick in a local hospital. It was a doctor, his wife and two small daughters. The doctor was in the truth, and he understood death from the bible. As he cared for the sick, he would witness about the love of GOD and his Son Jesus. After a few months tragedy struck, within 24 hours both of his daughters came down with an illness and died. After their burial the doctor became very distraught, and he began to doubt himself, his work, his faith, and even his God. He ceased going to work, and he ceased witnessing for the Lord. His wife could see the depression in him, and she continually wrote to her brethren in the states pleading for prayer for her husband.

After a while the doctor made up his mind that he had to either get back to doing the things he was doing or he was going to fall apart inside. He thought the work and the witnessing would take his mind off of his two daughters. Thus he returned to the care of the sick. One day a very distinguished gentleman came in for a check up. He was well dressed, and spoke very eloquently. The doctor began to witness to him and he invited him to visit his church. The man told the doctor that he would, if he first visited his. On inquiring what type of church it was the gentleman answered, “It is a spiritualistic church”. The doctor answered that his church taught against spiritualism, and he wanted no part of it. The Gentleman asked, “Why? Have you ever been to this type of church? How do you know it is bad?” After a few minutes of persuasion, the doctor decided that he would go to the spiritualistic church, he knew the truth, and he made up his mind that he would not believe anything that was said or done: after all good would come out of it, because the gentleman had promised to attend the Sabbath church if he attended his.

That night the doctor did not tell his wife where he was going, because he didn’t want to involve her, and he journeyed to the meeting. When he came to the door of the tent he could hear the noise from the inside, and he slowly opened the canvas curtain, which was used as a door. And when he stepped inside the first thing that he saw was his two little girls running up to him. He took them in his arms and found a seat, and spent the entire service conversing with his two daughters. He returned every night for five nights straight, and each time his daughters were there, but he never revealed to his wife where he was going. On that fifth night, toward the end of the meeting the word of GOD that he had known, and that he once loved came back to him, and he realized what was taking place. At the end of the service he marched to the front of the tent and commanded the speaker to take him to the person that was over the meeting. In the back of the tent there was an office, and a man sitting behind a desk. The doctor sat down, and said, “I know who you are, I know whom you represent”. But I want to know one thing. My church knows that you are going to bring down God’s professed people with spiritualism, but how are you going to get it into the church. The man answered, “I will tell you, but if you tell anyone, you will die in three days”.

That night the doctor returned home, and his wife said, “What is wrong with you, your white, you look as if you have saw a ghost”. The doctor began to explain to his wife about the meetings, and she replied, “You knew better, you know the truth about death, how could you fall for it”. He replied, “Those girls, they were my girls, I felt them, I smelled them, I talked with them”. ---The deception was overpowering--- Then he explained that he awakened from his slumber and confronted the man who was over the meeting, and he told her of their conversation. She answered him, “I don’t want to know what is going to lead to the Church accepting Spiritualism, don’t tell me”. The doctor answered, “ I must tell you, so you can tell others”. She replied, “What is it? What did he tell you?” He replied, “Television” and in three days he passed away.

My friends do not think television is a light matter; because what ever you take in, it changes you. What ever you watch plants a seed inside of you. What is the most popular movie? Harry Potter, a story of witches, demons and ghosts. Just look at the TV programming, how many shows has witchcraft, paganism, or ghosts on it? When I was in High School my favorite movie was called “Ghost”. It was a love story, about a ghost who comes back through a median to contact his wife. Even the news has séances broadcast live over it. The history channel and the discover channel has haunted houses on it.  Most cartoons have ghosts or fairies on them. Satan is trying to fill your and your children’s head with this garbage, so you will fall for his final deception. 

Who will be able to withstand the deception of a dead loved one appearing to you and telling, “Honey this is Jesus, it is really Jesus?”

Isa 28:15  Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves:
ISA. 28:17, 18 Saith the Lord God: "Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet; and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding-place. And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it." 

To escape this delusion we must draw nigh to GOD, and he will draw nigh to us, and Satan will flee. Drawing nigh to GOD and learning to love his truth is the only way to stand in these last days.
Those who make an agreement with hell, and fall in love with a lie shall not stand.
