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Matthew 7:22-23  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.


Jesus warned of a great religious deception that would sweep the professed Church. He warned that many of the people who professed to be a Christian, actually would not have a relationship with him; and would be lost.

Notice my friends these were not so called ‘backsliders’ or apostates from the Christian faith, for they NEVER knew the Lord. This group is made up of two classes, the insincere hypocrite and the sincerely deceived. Yet both are viewed as being equally lost. And both exhibit the very same fruits in their life, and that is the fruit of iniquity or lawlessness.

The bible tells us that those who know Jesus Christ are born of his Spirit (John 3:3, Romans 8:9) and those who have been made partakers of the holy Spirit will have the fruits of the Spirit in their life. The most prominent fruit is the fruit of love (Galatians 5:22). When we love GOD like we should we will wish to please him, we will want to conform our lives to his will.

Who puts that ‘desire’ in our hearts? What is it that causes the Christian to want to please God? What is it that changes us from the inside out?

Ephesians 3:14-17 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love…

My friends the inner man is changed, the inner man is strengthened by the power of the holy Spirit, by the indwelling of Jesus Christ, which comes simply by faith. If we will just believe and accept the gift of salvation by faith; we will be rooted and grounded in love; because this love comes through faith. Christ comes to us by faith. How did we receive the gift of the holy Spirit? Through a work? No by faith believing; By hearing that God has promised it to you and believing that promise and asking God to fill you with his Spirit (Galatians 3:2). 

WE COME TO GOD BY FAITH

John 6:37  All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.

Being a Christian is based upon one thing and that is faith. We are forgiven because we believe that Jesus Christ died for our sins. And we believe he is faithful to forgive us our sins. We are willing to come to Christ because we believe his words that he will not cast us out. If you do not believe he is willing to save you then you cannot be saved.

John 14:23   Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.

We are born again because we believe that not only will God forgive us, but also that God and his Son will come and live in our hearts (John 14:23). If we do not trust God’s word, if we do not believe that he will keep his promise, then we cannot receive salvation.

Romans 10:17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Because we believe that they are willing and that Jesus stands at our heart’s door and knocks we ask him to come in and he does. He promised that he would come in and sup with us.

And when Christ comes into our hearts, our lives are transformed and we become new creatures in Christ Jesus, simply by faith. 

And it is by faith that we walk this journey; it is by faith that we are separated from the world; it is not by our works but by faith. All true sanctification is based upon one thing. GOD working in you, and conforming you into the image of Jesus Christ, and all we must do is TRUST GOD.

2 Corinthians 5:7  (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

And if we walk this walk by faith, if we follow our Lord Jesus by Faith, and we can have assurance of salvation.

John 10: 27-28 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 

Those who Know Christ follow Christ; those who do not know him, do not follow him. The true Christian does not live a life in willful rebellion to God’s rules. The bible tells us that those who go their own way, who walk like the world, instead of in the footsteps of Christ, are of the world, and they shall perish. TURN TO EPHESIANS 5:5
Ephesians 5:5-7  For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. Be not ye therefore partakers with them.


My friends if you are walking by faith then you are not a child of disobedience.

1st John 3 tells us that those who practice sin do not know God. It tells us that those who practice sin are of the devil. It says whosoever does not practice righteousness is not of GOD and have not been begotten by GOD.

1st Corinthians 6:9-10 tells us not to be deceived the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?

In Galatians 5:19-21 Paul tells us that those who walk in the flesh shall not inherit the Kingdom of GOD. 

Clearly the children of disobedience are those who practice lawlessness; and the reason they practice lawlessness is because they do not have the Spirit, they do not have the love of GOD, and they do not have these things because they do not have faith. If they did, their fruit would be in goodness instead of wickedness.

Ephesians 5:8-10   For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:  (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.


AGAIN THERE ARE TWO CHURCHES


So we see within the professed ‘church’ there actually exists two churches. One is made up of those who by faith know the Lord personally and have been born again by the Spirit; and the other is made up of those who profess him with their mouth, but who really do not know him, and by their works they truly deny him.

What makes one a member of the TRUE CHURCH?

1Corinthians 12:12-14  For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many.



As we have studied earlier, the Church of Christ, his true Church; is not a denomination, it is not a building, it is not everyone who professes to be Christian, but the Church of Christ is made up of everyone that has been born of the holy Spirit. The bible says if you have not his Spirit, then you are none of his. When a person is filled with the Spirit of Christ, he becomes a part of the body of Christ. There is no other way. 

You can profess Christ all you want, you can be baptized in the river a dozen times, you can sit in the Church house every time the door opens, but if you are not born of the Spirit then you are not a Christian.

How do we receive the holy Spirit? Galatians 3:2   This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?

My friends read your bibles; what great work did Saul do that caused him to receive the holy Spirit?

What great work did the Italian do that caused him to receive the holy Spirit?

What great work did the Apostles do on the day of Pentecost?

My friends each of these men simply believed the word of GOD. Saul believed the word of Samuel. The Italian believed the preaching of Peter. The Apostles believed the words of Jesus. My friends these people who think that they can ‘earn’ the gift of salvation are truly deceived.

SIMON THE SORCEROR

Acts 8:18-20 And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money.

Simon wanted to buy the gift of the holy Spirit, and Peter told him that his money was going to perish with him. And to every man who thinks he can earn his salvation by works, by obedience or by any other thing the same statement applies. Your ‘works’ perish with thee. All false religions are based upon ‘earning’ your salvation. That is what happened in Christ’s day, the religious world thought that they could ‘perfect’ their selves and be worthy of heaven. But their self-made righteousness were as filthy rags in the sight of God Almighty. Do you remember what Jesus told the Jews who wanted to know what work they could “DO” to work the works of GOD? Turn to JOHN 6:28
John 6:28-29 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.

I tell you again friends true religion trusts in GOD and accepts the gift of salvation and lets GOD do the work in their lives.


False religions trust in their works and they think that they can merit God’s favor. We have an example of this early in man’s history in the story of the first two brothers Cain and Abel. Both were religious, but GOD considered only one righteous.

 
1John 3:12   Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous.

What made Cain’s work evil? Cain offered God the best of his crop, things he had worked hard to cultivate and grow, and yet it was evil. Abel took a small innocent lamb and slew it as a sacrifice and he was accounted righteous.

Why? The offering of Cain represented works, what he had done, what he had put his very best effort in. And his best efforts were filth in the eyes of GOD.

Abel’s lamb pointed to Jesus Christ. Abel knew he was not worthy, he knew he had to have a substitute, he knew the only way to find favor in the eyes of GOD was by his mercy and grace. Abel knew that he wasn’t worthy; but he trusted in one who was worthy. And Abel was accepted in Christ.

The same for us: we can think we can earn the love of GOD, earn the grace of GOD, earn our way into heaven or we can trust what Jesus did for us, and be accepted in Christ.

Ephesians 1:3-7 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;

My friends the truly saved are accepted because they are in Christ Jesus. Because they do not trust themselves, or their works but because they trust the one who died for them.

Six years ago I wasn’t worthy. The only thing I deserved according to the bible is death. I was an enemy of GOD. Yet he saved me. How did he save me? He convicted my heart, he made me realize that I was lost, and he showed me in his word that Jesus died for me and that he was willing to save me to the uttermost. When I believed it, he gave me the gift of salvation.  I didn’t earn it, I just accepted the gift.

Six year later, am I worthy? Am I so perfect that I stand before GOD without the blood of Jesus? My friends, Jesus has brought me a long ways, he has changed my life completely, and he has made me a new person. But Am I worthy? I’m not worthy. I’m still not perfect. But I’m saved, and I’m accepted because I’m in Christ, and Christ is within me.

And that is the good news of the Gospel., by God’s grace the ungodly can be justified Romans 4:5.  And he must if any will be saved for he has declared every man, woman and child to be a sinner (Romans 3:9,19; Galatians 3:22) and all are guilty of sin..

1st Timothy 1:12-15 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.


 




