CONTENT IN THE GARDEN

The bible teaches us to be content. In fact it states: “Godliness with contentment is great gain”. What does it mean to be content? To be content is to be satisfied. It means not to be in want or need. And as Christians we are to learn to be a satisfied people, Amen? Paul said:

Philippians 4:11  Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.

Do you know what three physical things that the bible teaches a person must have to be content? You must have food, water and raiment (1st Timothy 6:8, Deuteronomy 28:48). The bible teaches that if you have these three physical things, then you should be content.

Now that is for the physical man, what does the spiritual man need to be content? Look in Hebrews 13:5

Hebrews 13:5  Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.

Why does Paul tell us to be content? Because Jesus has promised never to leave nor forsake us. If we have Jesus, then we are complete in him are we not? That’s what the bible teaches.

Colossians 2:9-10  For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 

What I want to attempt to do today is to show you that just like the natural man requires three things before it can be complete, food, water and raiment; the spiritual man also requires three things, food, water and raiment; and all three of these can be found in the person of Jesus Christ. Now turn with me to the book of John chapter 6. 
I believe that all of us have read and heard the story of Jesus feeding Five Thousand people with five loaves of bread and two fishes. Not only was five thousand fed, till they were full; but also 12 baskets of what remained were taken up. That was a wonderful miracle was it not? It was a powerful testimony to the Messiah-ship of Jesus Christ. And this was the purpose of each of the miracles that was performed by Christ; it was done so the onlookers would believe that he was who he said he was. Now, do you think that this miracle got the people’s attention? Let’s see what the bible says.

 John 6:14-15  Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world. When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone.
The miracle caused the people to at least believe he was a prophet. Is believing that Jesus is a prophet enough? Of course not. Muslims, witches, and most who are in the new age movement will tell you that Jesus was a prophet or a good teacher; but that is not enough is it? We must believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of GOD, who came down from heaven don’t we?

Now why were these people going to make Jesus king? Was it because they thought he was the Son of GOD? No it wasn’t; and Jesus knew this. Listen to what he said.

John 6:24-26  When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, neither his disciples, they also took shipping, and came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus. And when they had found him on the other side of the sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither? Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. 

Jesus tells them that they weren’t interested in the meaning of the miracles; they had no idea of who he truly was, or what he had to truly offer. But they wanted him because he could feed them, they would never have to worry about famine or drought; they were seeking after physical well being, and ignoring the true gift he was offering. Their flesh had feasted, but their spiritual belly’s were still empty. What is more important to a person? Being filled with food, or with the Spirit? Amen, and that is what Jesus tells these people.

John 6:27  Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.
Jesus told them not to put all their time and energy in worrying about food that decays; but what they needed to do was to think about eternal life. They needed to realize that Jesus was offering something much more valuable then fish and bread. And they needed to put their effort into gaining the everlasting. To this what did they reply?
John 6:28   Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 

Jesus told them to labor for the things everlasting and they wanted to know what GOD wanted them to do. That is what we should ask also, isn’t it? God what do you want us to do? He will give you the same answer that Jesus gave the multitude.

John 6:29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.

Jesus said this is what GOD is working for, he wants you to believe on me. Every miracle that GOD works through me, is to make you believe that I am his Son. Believe that I am his Son. Believe that I am who I say I am. If you don’t believe that I am the Son of GOD then all else is vanity. “if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins”(John 8:24). 
John 6:30-31  They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work? Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat.

What did they want to see? They wanted to see another miracle. As if feeding five thousand with five loaves and a few fishes was not enough. Truly their bodies were fed and filled, but they had not eaten the spiritual food that he had offered. Not only that but they tried to glorify Moses by giving him credit for the manna that fell from heaven.

John 6:32-36  Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven.

For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and believe not.

Jesus declares that he is the bread of life, A bread that will fill those who eat, so that they will never hunger, a bread that if you eat, you will never die. A bread that is sufficient to give life unto an entire world. How can this be? Because Jesus is a partaker, and conduit of the original, unborrowed, underived life of the universe; the life of the Father, that he inherited before the world was. And it is that life, that became flesh and dwelt among us.

John 6:50-51  This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.
And it is that life that was poured out on Calvary for our sins, that we might be partakers of that same life, that we may become the Sons of God (1st John 1:1-2). During the Lord’s Supper he told them, This bread is my body, which is broken for you, take and eat. Behold how much I love you and accept what I’m going to do for you on the cross. Take my word and eat it up. If you eat it you will never die.

Thus Jesus is the spiritual bread, for our souls.

Now lets turn to John chapter 4. One day Jesus was traveling through Samaria, and he was wearied with his journey. He sent his disciples into town to buy some food and he set down on Jacob’s well. Not to long afterward a Samaritan lady came to draw some water. Jesus said on to her, “Give me to drink”. The lady said, I’m a Samaritan, and you’re a Jew; why are you even talking to me? You see the Jews didn’t associate with the Samaritans.

John 4:10-14   Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.  The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water?  Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle? Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 

The lady was looking for a physical drink, but the Lord was offering a spiritual drink. The water of Jacob’s well, would satisfy you for a moment, but then it would have to be replenished. But the water Jesus was offering will satisfy your thirst for eternity, it will be like a spring that continually gushes over. Do you know what this water is that Jesus has promised to give us that will keep us through out eternity?

John 7:37-39  In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) 

And it is the waters of the holy Spirit, that is the power that keeps in our wilderness journey.

Now most here remember, when Moses was leading the children of Israel from Egypt to the promise land, that they were in a desert place, and there was no water; and the people thought that they were going to thirst to death. And GOD told Moses to take his rod and to smite the rock. And out of that rock flowed a river of water and thousands upon thousands drank from that river and was refreshed (Exodus 17:5-6). Well here John tells us that the holy Spirit could not be given until Jesus was glorified. The Son of GOD had to be first cast out, crucified and slain and it was through the smiting of THE ROCK that the waters of the Spirit could be poured out upon a thirsty world.

Not only was Christ’s broken body and blood poured out so that you could be forgiven, but he has shed his Spirit upon us that we might be kept by the power of GOD. (1Peter 1:5).  His flesh is food indeed, and his Spirit is drink indeed.

So we see that Christ provides us with Spiritual food and water; but does he have raiment for us also? Turn with me to Revelation chapter 3.

Revelation 3:17-18   Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 

Jesus writing to a backslidden church, the laodecians were completely satisfied in their worldly state. Jesus tells them that they are naked and they know it not, and he counsels them to buy from him, some white raiment. Do you know what the white raiment is that the Lord has to offer?

Revelation 19:8  And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.

It is the raiment of righteousness. Jesus bore our sins to the tree, so that we can put on his robe of righteousness. It is not originally “Our righteousness”, but is the righteousness of the Lord, which is given unto us.

1st Peter 2:24  Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.

Romans 5:17  For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)
So we see that Jesus is our bread, Jesus provides our water, and Jesus provides our raiment. Should we be content? Amen. We must be content. As Paul said earlier. “Be content……. for he has said I will never leave you nor forsake you”.

There is no other way to be satisfied are they? Those who don’t know the Lord are constantly seeking fulfillment and they are finding none.  And can you imagine knowing the Lord, knowing how it feels to be complete in him and then somehow being separated from him? Today people willfully do this, and we call them backsliders. If someone claims to be a backslider and their not the most unhappy person you’ve ever met, then they’re not really a backslider are they?

In the bible I read of a little lady, that found her fulfillment in Christ, and was separated from him, but not willfully. 

Do you guys remember Mary Magdalene? Jesus had healed her of seven devils, and she was a devoted disciple of Jesus. She loved him greatly. When he was nailed to the cross, she was near by. When he was laid in the tomb, she followed and found the location. She prepared spices for his burial and rested the Sabbath day according to her Lord’s command. Then early on the first day of the week, before the Sun was up she went to the tomb to anoint her Lord’s body. And when she came to the tomb, the stone was rolled away and when she looked inside, his body was missing. So she ran to the disciples and told them that someone must of stole his body. Well, Peter and John ran to the tomb and indeed the body was gone, just grave clothes were left. The two Apostles were unsure of what had happened and they left. But Mary remained there. 

John 20:11-13  But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. 

Two angels speaking directly to her could not satisfy Mary; Christ had given her life something that no angel could give; and it was in search of her Saviour that her attention was given.  

John 20:14-15  And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. 

A man whom Mary takes for the gardener, asks her: "Why weepest thou?

whom seekest thou?" Then we see the affection that she has for her lost Saviour; it is as if he belonged to her. And she asks have you have moved him, tell me where he is and I’ll carry him, I’ll take him somewhere else. 

In the spiritual sense, a soul that has known the contentment of having a relationship with Jesus will do anything, and will be at any trouble, so that it may but enjoy

Christ; it dearly loves him, as this good woman did; and it will seek him early, and earnestly, and with its whole heart, as she did. You see the absence of him, or loss of his presence for a while, sharpens the desire for him. And it cannot be satisfied until it finds him.

John 20:16  Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master. 

The good shepherd calls his sheep by their name, and with out a doubt, there was a unmistakable sameness in this word. He stood in resurrection power, but his love for her was exactly the same. And as Jesus before said, “My sheep know my voice” Mary recognized her risen Lord. 

John 20:17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. 

Undoubtedly Mary fell at Jesus feet and held to them, for when he says “Touch me not” It literally means cease to cling to me. Stop holding to me; I have some place to go, and you have a errand to run. Solomon wrote of this occasion.

Songs of Solomon 3:3-4  The watchmen that go about the city found me: to whom I said, Saw ye him whom my soul loveth?  It was but a little that I passed from them, but I found him whom my soul loveth: I held him, and would not let him go,

I have tasted the world, and I have tasted of the Lord, and I know he is good. I know that he is able to satisfy me completely. He can give me peace in the most troublesome time, he gives joy, when the world offers me sorrow. He gives me life when the world offers me death. There is no contentment in this world, but I am complete in him; and if you know the Lord, then you know what I’m saying is truth. If you know him, then don’t ever let him go. And if you don’t know him, please take his hand. He has bread for your hunger, water for your thirst, and a white robe just for you. He wants to hold you in his arms, and tell you how much he loves you. 

