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Ezekiel 11:17-20   Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even gather you from the people, and assemble you out of the countries where ye have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel. And they shall come thither, and they shall take away all the detestable things thereof and all the abominations thereof from thence. And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 

When we look at the plan of salvation, we see that it involves giving and taking. And there exists giving and taking on both sides of the agreement. God gives and GOD takes, and we must give and we must take. In the above scriptures we just read that GOD promises to GIVE us a new heart, he promises to GIVE us a new Spirit, he promises to give us a special UNITY, and he promises to TAKE away our stony heart.

When we read John 3:16, we are told that GOD loved us so much that he gave his only begotten Son.

Elsewhere in the bible, we read that Jesus Christ gave himself for our sins, as a ransom for his church (Galatians 1:4, Ephesians 5:25, 1st Timothy 2:6, Titus 2:14).

Paul said, “the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me”. (Galatians 2:20)
You know Satan gets stirred up when you preach about the ‘giving’ of GOD. Satan doesn’t want you to tell people that GOD gave his Son. He doesn’t want people to know that GOD is love. You know what the religious leaders told Peter, when he was preaching the gospel? They commanded him not to preach it. But you know what he told them? Turn to the book of Acts. 

Acts 5:28-29   Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us. Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.

Peter and the Apostles, and every true disciple of Jesus Christ, is commissioned to preach the gospel; and that Gospel is, GOD gave his Son, his Son gave himself, and he died for your sins, and GOD raised his Son from the dead.

Why did God give his Son? Why did the Son give himself? Acts 5:30-31

Acts 5:30-31   The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.

Why did Jesus die, and why did God raise him again? He gave himself so that we could be granted repentance, so that we could repent and be forgiven of our sins. His shed blood is the agent by which our sins are taken away (Hebrews 10:11-13); Peter said to repent and be converted so that your sins may be blotted. He said repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus, so that you can have the remission of sins. Without the blood of Jesus, our sins would still be upon the record books of heaven; but Christ GAVE his blood, to TAKE away our sins.

And do you know what God gives those who are obedient and believe the gospel? That believe God gave his Son and his Son died to take away our sin?

Acts 5:32   And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.

Jesus said the Father would give the Spirit to those who ask. If we only believe, Jesus said he and his Father would come and make their abode in our hearts (John 14:23), and they would work a change in our life.

1 John 3:22-24   And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.

We obey God by believing in Jesus, God will forgive us, and give us his Spirit. And with his Spirit, we will be obedient to the Commandments of GOD. Do you know why? Do you know what Christ through the holy Spirit gives us? God said he would give us a new heart. He teaches us that he will put his love in our heart.

Romans 5:5   And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. (also see John 13:34)

When GOD gives you his Spirit, my friend, you receive the fruits of the Spirit. And the greatest of all the fruits is love Galatians 5:22-23. Love of GOD is the first fruit that a believer will realize, that he will sense in his life, because it is the greatest of the fruits.

“And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity”. 1 Corinthians 13:13   

It is the love of God, his charity that allows our sins to be covered and it is the love that God puts in us, that covers our sins. It is the love of GOD that gives us the desire to lovingly obey, and it is the love of GOD that separates us from our sins.

God gives us his Son, his Spirit and his Love, so that he can take away our sins.

Romans 11:26-27  And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.

This does not just refer to the blotting out of our record of sins, but it is talking about GOD taking the ungodliness from our lives. The bible says that Jesus came to save us FROM our sins; to free us from the slavery of iniquity. He said “Whom the Son sets free is free indeed”.

1st John 3:2-6   Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin. Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him.

God gives so that he can take.

God gave his Son, so he could take away the record of our sins.

God gave us his Spirit, so that he could take away our stony hearts.

Jesus gave himself, so he could take away our ungodliness.

GOD gave his Son to the world, so he could take out of it a people for his name (Acts 15:14).

What shall we give to GOD?

Did you know there are some giving and taking on our part too? What shall we give God? God says he doesn’t need anything, he owns the world and the fullness there of. He owns the universe; he is the creator and sustainer of all. But when he created man, he gave him a free heart. He didn’t create a robot; man was not born preprogrammed to love GOD with his whole heart. Love, true love is a choice, and man has the choice to love GOD. Thus GOD owns everything, but the love of all of his creation. The majority of mankind doesn’t love their Father. So what shall we give GOD? What does he want?

He says, “Son give me your heart” Proverbs 23:26

He says, “Love me with all your heart” Deuteronomy 6:5

To GOD One human heart that is fully devoted to him, is worth more than a world of sacrifices and offerings. It is worth more than gold. With out a heart given to GOD, all the religious ceremonies, rituals, sacraments, and outward adornments are meaningless.

Isn’t this the teaching of our Lord? When he was asked what was the greatest commandment?

Mark 12:29-31   And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.
Mark 12:33  And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.

GOD WANTS US TO GIVE HIM GLORY

And you know brothers and sisters, that when you give your whole heart to God, it is easy to give him the other things he desires. God desires to be worshipped. GOD desires to be glorified, he wants his people to give him praise. Not forced worship, but worship that springs from heart that is filled with love for his Creator. The angels in heaven are recorded saying: 

Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. Revelation 4:11  
And God loves being loved. He loves being glorified by his people, and he is jealous over his people, he wants to be the first in their lives. Turn with me to: Isaiah 42:8-12  

Isaiah 42:8-12   I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images. Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new things do I declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them. Sing to the LORD a new song, and his praise from the end of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is in it; the isles, and their inhabitants. Let the wilderness and its cities lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains. Let them give glory to the LORD, and declare his praise in the isles.

When you read your bible, you will see that GOD loves to be glorified.

He loves to hear his people give thanks for the good things he has given them.

He loves to hear his people say, I love the Lord.

He loves to hear his people sing praises to him from their heart.

He loves to see his people, telling others about how great HE IS.

He inhabits the praise of his people (Psalms 22:3).

Now a day’s people act as if they are ashamed of God. They are afraid to speak of him in public. There is an old song that says something like “Why don’t my people praise me anymore?” My friend GOD has not changed, it is the people that have changed.

GIVE HIM YOUR SIN

Not only does GOD want your heart, and your praise, but he also wants your sin. Now we have already talked about GOD taking away our sins. But you know GOD is not going to take, what you’re not willing to give.

If your going to give GOD your whole heart, then you must be willing to part with the things in your heart that separates you from GOD. And you must let GOD take them from you.

I know people who have had things in their life, that they have felt convicted about; now this conviction wasn’t necessarily from GOD, because a lot of times man will convict you about things. But they are convicted, and they say, “I’m going to lay this down for the Lord”. And do you know what happens? It is usually just a matter of time before they pick it back up. Or they continue struggling with the temptation of picking it back up. There is a difference between laying something down, and having something taken away from you. Turn with me to John 10:14-18.
John 10:14-18   I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.

Jesus said that no man was taking his life from him; but he had received permission from GOD to lay down his life of himself. It was up to Jesus if he would die or not. He could of called upon his Father and GOD would of sent a legion of Angels to take him home. But he laid down his life, and because he laid it down, he could receive it again. God had promised him this.

The same thing applies to the sins in our lives. We can lay something down, and retain the right to receive it again. OR we can LET the Father take it from us. 

If you lay it down of your own self, the desire for the sin will remain. BUT if you give it to GOD and let him take it from you. He will not only remove the sin, but he will take the desire from your heart. This is one of the things that sets True Christianity apart from other religions. In this true religion, your not sanctifying yourself, but GOD is doing the work in your heart. When GOD convicts you of a sin do what King David did.

Psalms 51:9-12   Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.

He didn’t just pray for ‘forgiveness’ but he prayed for a clean heart. He wanted the sin removed, and a right spirit put in its place. God through his Son is more than willing to deliver you from the power of sin. He wants so bad to just rip all sin from his people’s hearts, but he won’t, they must give it to him, and let him take it away. When GOD takes something away, it is hard to get it back. Amen?

So we see there are many things that we should give GOD, and there are many things that he tells us to TAKE also.

Mark 8:34-37  And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save it. For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?

My friends we must take up the cross of Jesus. Yes, We must up lift the blood stain banner, but we also must take up our cross, we must follow Jesus to Calvary’s hill and we must crucify ourselves. Our selfishness, our sinful desires, our worldly lust must be crucified; and the life that we live as a Christian, cannot be us living it, but Jesus living it for us (Galatians 2:20).

Here are some other things that GOD tells us to take.

We must take the garment of Christ’s righteousness.

We must take the whole armour of GOD (Ephesians 6:13-17).

We are to take the shield of faith.


We are to take the helmet of salvation.

We are to take the sword of the Spirit.

We must take heed, so unbelief will not enter our hearts (Hebrews 3:12).

We must be strong, and we must take hold of eternal life with force (Matthew 11:12, 

1st Timothy 6:12).

We must take a hold of Jesus, and never, ever let him go.

If you don’t know Jesus like you should, then you need to TAKE advantage of his invitation.

Revelation 22:17   And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely

Eternal life is just a prayer away. 

