JACOB’S LADDER

Most of us have heard the story of Jacob, the second Son of Isaac, the promised son of Abraham. Yet we will review.  Esau was the first born of Isaac, and it was custom for the first born to inherit the birthright and the Spiritual blessing of the Father. Yet Jacob desired these things, and he stooped to receive them. To receive the birthright, he caught his brother as a hungered, and refused to feed him, unless he relinquished the birth right. When it was time for Esau to receive the Spiritual blessing from his father, Jacob disguised himself as Esau, and his father, with bad eyesight bestowed the blessing upon him. Thus it was with very un-Christ-like tactics that Jacob took his brothers rightful belongings. Now lets open our bibles and see what affect this had upon Jacob.

Genesis 27:41-44  And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob. And these words of Esau her elder son were told to Rebekah: and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said unto him, Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort himself, purposing to kill thee. Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee thou to Laban my brother to Haran; And tarry with him a few days, until thy brother's fury turn away; 

Jacob thought to gain the birthright and all the things that go with it, through deception, but he found himself disappointed. He thought he had lost everything, his life was being threatened, he was exiled from his home, and from his family, and I am sure he thought that he had lost his connection with God, for he knew that sin separates man from God.  But God had other plans for Jacob.

Genesis 28:10-11  And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran. And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. 

As Jesus slept with no place to lay his head, here Jacob was made partakers of the same hardship, but unlike Christ who suffered with out cause; Jacob had brought this condition upon himself. Thankfully man cannot stoop so low, that God can not reach him.

Genesis 28:12-17  And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it.  And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.  And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not. And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

God seen something in Jacob, that would one day bring him glory. He looked past the deception, the deceit, and the broken spirit of this lonesome bag-avon, and He saw the blood his Son Jesus. And it was Jesus Christ the Son of GOD that was presented to Jacob as the mystic ladder. Though Jacob had lost all connection with the one true God, Jehovah reminded him of the promise that the Messiah would come and bridge the gap which sin had made. 

NATHANIEL 

Jesus himself presented the story of this Ladder to one of his disciples. Soon after the baptism of Christ he found Phillip, a young Jew that was looking for the Messiah. Jesus called to him “Follow me”, with this Phillip went to tell his brother of his discovery.

John 1:45-47  Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.  And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see. Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile! 

Unlike Jacob, Nathanael was honest, there was no guile in his mouth. Yet Nathanael still needed a Savior. For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God, there is none good, no not one.

John 1:48-51  Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel. Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see greater things than these.   And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man. 
Here Christ alludes to the vision of Jacob, the Son of man is the ladder from which God and man are linked . It was the sin of Adam and Eve that first separated the earth from heaven, before the fall God could walk with his creatures in the cool of the day; but transgression ended man’s open communion with God. If it wasn’t for the promise that Christ would come and die in our place the ministering angels could have had no contact with us we would have been left to our own destruction. Thankfully before the foundation of the world was laid, Christ had said, “Yes Father I will go”.

THE LADDER, FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN

Genesis 28:12-13And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it.  And, behold, the LORD stood above it,
The lowest rung of the ladder reached to the earth, and the highest rung reached to heaven, to the feet of God. And if it did not, then it would be of no avail; for the ladder had to reach the lowest depths, so that I may reach it. And that ladder had to reach the Most High, so he could reach me. There was a great gulf fixed friends, that either could not come hither. I was too sinful, and God is holy. And thus the only solution in all the universe was that man called Jesus. He existed at the highest rung, as the Son of the one true God. He was the “very image” of his person, and an exact replica of his character. Holy, holy, holy is the Lamb of God. Yet he that was in the form of God, condescended to the lowest rank of all creation. He became what the universe considered refuse, that being a human being. 

Philippians 2:6   Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Jesus did not become a super human, he did not take upon him the nature of unfallen creatures, but he had to reach the lowest of the low, thus he took upon him our nature, and was made in the likeness of our sinful flesh. Not only did he descend to this depth, but he took upon him all the sin, all the guilt, all the shame, and all the agony of this world and he died a sinner’s death and he was laid in borrowed tomb that we may be saved. 

Yet on that third day, God raised him again, and now he sits upon the right hand of the throne of God. Through Jesus Christ the gulf is bridged. 

Hebrews 2:8-11  Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, 

With one hand Jesus reaches and takes hold of humanity, and with the other he grasps Divinity, and he says Father, I’m not ashamed to call these my brethren and God says, “I’m not ashamed to be called their God” (Hebrews 11:16). 

Jesus planted his cross upon Calvary’s hill, and hung midway between heaven and earth; so that in him divine justice and mercy met together, so that God could pardon the transgressor, and yet vindicate his justice in righteousness.
What to do with the Ladder?

Remember when Jacob saw the ladder what did he exclaim?

 Genesis 28:17 And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.
Jacob compared the land where the ladder touched, to the gate of heaven, a gate is a passage and of course the ladder is for ascending and descending. And as we stated before the ladder had to reach to the lowest for me to reach it, and it had to reach the most High, for he to reach it; for I am sinful and He is Holy. Thus Christ descended to my level, and became partakers of my humanity, and then he ascended on high, that I might be a partaker of his divinity. And it is our union with God and His Son through the communion of the holy Ghost that enables us to ascend that ladder, unto the fullness of the day. Jesus is that ladder and the only way to climb into paradise is to take hold of him.

John 10:7  Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep…. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber John 10:1.  
There is no other door to the kingdom; Jesus is the only way. We are to climb him. We have to hold fast the profession of our faith and run this race with patience are we not? 

Hebrews 12:1  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 

It is hard to climb up friends when your carrying a two hundred extra pounds on your back, and it is impossible to ascend that ladder with a load of sin and worldliness. Jesus Christ came to set us free from the bondage of sin that we may climb the heights of the mountain of God. And if we take our eyes off of Jesus, we are guaranteed to become weary and to faint. And this is why Paul advices us:

Hebrews 12:2-3  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.  For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.

If we gain a genuine experience in climbing, we shall learn that as we ascend we must leave every hindrance behind. Those who mount must place their feet firmly on every round of the ladder and hold fast Jesus Christ, for if we let go we will fall, and if we cease to climb we slide. 

When we have truly united with Christ, we become partakers of the divine nature, and this is the first step in the ladder of Christian progress. Each step adds to us characteristics of Divinity.

2Peter 1:210  Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 

As we follow Christ, climbing round after round, mounting step after step, we become nearer and nearer to the height of Christ's ideal for us. For Jesus is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. God has called His people to glory and virtue, and these will be manifest in the lives of all who are truly connected with the living ladder and kept by the power of God.

Gal 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
