Suicide, the Key to life eternal

Romans 7:9  For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. 

Paul tells us that there was a time when he was without the knowledge of the law, and he was alive. There was a time when he lived in ignorance and he knew not wrong from right, and he was not held accountable, he was alive and not under condemnation. But something happened; Paul says, “But then the commandment came”. Either through being taught the law of God by another, or God pricking his conscience, he realized there is a right, and there is a wrong. And when he knew to do good, but chose to do wrong, he says, “Sin revived”. Sin became alive within me, and I like Adam before me felt the condemnation of the law upon my heart, and Paul says, “I died”. Paul knew that he was a walking dead man; for he knew the penalty for sin was death.

Romans 7:10-11  And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me.

Paul says the very Commandments that were ordained to life were death unto me. Because when I came to the knowledge of God’s law, sin deceived me into breaking the law, and because the law has a death penalty for its transgression, by the law sin slew me. Who was Paul’s enemy? Was it the Law? If the law was his enemy, then the Lawgiver was his enemy. Who was Adam’s enemy; the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, or the serpent? Sin is the enemy, Satan the prince of sin is the enemy, it is he who deceives you into breaking the law. Paul goes on to explain that the Law is “holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good” (vs 12) just like the one who wrote the law with his own finger. The law is not the problem. Then what is?

Romans 7:13  Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful.

Was the Commandments made death unto Paul, He says God forbid. It wasn’t the law that made me a walking dead man, but sin worked this death in me. The law simply made me realize what sin is. It made sin appear exceedingly sinful. I looked into the perfect law of liberty, and I saw myself, a sinner. I looked into the mirror of the soul, and I saw that in me was no good thing. I looked and sought for righteousness, and I only found filthy rags. 

RIGHTEOUSNESS BY WORKS?

When Paul realized his condition what did he do? He made the same mistake that most of the world makes today. He looked at the law, and seen that it was good, and he made up his mind that he was going to force himself to obey its requirement. He would make himself holy, just and good.

Paul, when he was a young man, entered into the schools of the Pharisees, He was trained under Gamaliel and taught according to the perfect manner of the law. He became zealous in the traditions, and eventually rose high in the ranks of his religion (Act 22:3). He knew the holy scriptures, he knew each ritual, each custom, and every ordinance. And he wanted deeply to follow them. The crowds called him rabbi, and Master and spoke of his goodness. Yet when Paul looked within himself what did he see? 

Romans 7:18-20  For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.

Paul knew the right way, and he wanted to follow the word of GOD, but he could not. Every generous act he performed had a selfish motive. Every evil thing that he inwardly despised was tempting to him. When he looked into the perfect law of liberty, he again saw the sin that dwelt in him. He looked for a holy man of God, but he found the chief among sinners. All the ‘work’ that he had done on himself, all the white washing, all the learning, all the rituals were for naught, Saul of Tarsus was still a condemned sinner. Sentenced to death. But worse now, for all the learning of the Law, made his sinfulness appear even more sinful. And thus hopelessness set in. And with this Paul cries.

Romans 7:24  O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?

Paul finally stood before God a broken man, the guilt of his sin had crushed his pride and he saw his life as an empty vessel. All his attempts to gain righteousness had failed, all of his learning, all of his works, all of his energy that was spent, was but dung. He was left without boast and he hung his head in guilt and shame. And like Solomon before him, he realized all was vanity. The law of God had served its purpose.

Romans 3:19-20  Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

HOPELESSNESS AND GUILT LEADS TO SUICIDE

It is the goal of the Law to convict the heart of the wicked with guilt for their sins, and to shut the mouths of those who trust in their own righteousness. Paul had looked into that law and saw only hopelessness and guilt: What does these two things usually lead to? When you look over your life and you see all that you have worked for is equal to nothing! When all that you have accomplished is equal to nothing! When every sin you ever committed is held before your face, and you know that you are lost and there is no hope for you. Where does it lead? It often leads to a person taking his own life. Suicide is rampant in the world today because this generation has reached the point where they say their life has no meaning and it is not worth living, they would rather face the uncertainty of death, than to live another useless day in this world. Oh if they only knew the plan of salvation. If they only knew that they are the ones Jesus is searching for, because it is those who hate this life so much that they are willing to die that will truly find life.

John 12:25  He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.

Except a man ceases to trust in himself and learns to despise himself, and the wicked life that he lives he will not come to Jesus. For if a man trusts himself, and loves the life that he lives he will not be willing to crucify himself and self must be crucified if you wish to follow Jesus.  

Matthew 16:24-26  Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 
What is one of the greatest weaknesses in the church today? People profess to follow Christ, but seek to preserve their old lives. And Jesus says to such, “you will lose eternal life”. You must take up your cross, you must follow me up Calvary’s hill, and that life of sin must be put to death. 

Do you remember the cry of Paul, “Who shall deliver me from this body of death”? Jesus says the cross is your deliverance, come and die with me. Lay your self at the foot of the cross and say “God, I don’t won’t to live this life any longer”.  

Romans 6:6   Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

The word of God promises us that if we will lay down our life, our wants, our selfishness, our desires, our lusts, our sins at the foot of the cross, that old man will be crucified with Jesus.

THAT HENCEFORTH WE SHOULD N OT SERVE SIN

It is by the death of self, that the Adam nature is overcome. It is by the death of self that we are freed from the bondage of this flesh, and we can walk in the grace of God, and not be servants of sins any longer..

Romans 6:1-4  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

I was witnessing to a group of people who were of the Wicca faith (witches) and I was testifying about the death of self. And some thought that I was speaking of a literal suicide. One said, “Are you speaking Metaphorically or do you really die?” I said you only stop breathing for a moment as they bury you in baptism. I have found that the greatest witness for someone like this is your personal testimony. Tell them about what you once were before you were crucified, and then tell them what you are in Christ Jesus. Now notice the promise that is made to us if we crucify self and are buried with Christ in baptism.

Romans 6:5  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection

If we lay down our old lives for Christ, we will be given a new life in Christ and we will receive his likeness. Or in other words we will reflect his image.

When the Father looks at the born again Christian, does he see the old man? No for he is passed away, behold all things are new.

When he looks at us does he see our past record of sin and failure? No, it is as if it was cast into the sea never to be remembered again.

When the Father sees the born again Christian does he see a carnal enemy? No he sees the imputed righteousness of his precious Son. And thus He is not ashamed to be called our God.

And when the Christian looks into the law of God, he doesn’t see death, but he sees it as the perfect law of Liberty.

Galatians 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

As you may know, this is one of my most favorite verses in the bible, Paul tells us the key to a victorious Christian life. We must be crucified, and this life we now live can’t be us living it, but rather it must be the Son of GOD living it for us by faith. That is the only way to victory

We must make his death on the cross ours, and our life his. We cannot glory in our past, we cannot glory in ourselves, but as Paul said,

 Galatians 6:14  But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.
Do you see that unless you are willing to die, unless you are willing to end your life in this world,  and count everything behind you as refuse, then you cannot be Christ’s disciple. Confidence In this flesh leads us to condemnation.

Phillipians 3:4-10  Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 

Paul tells us that he doesn’t miss who he was, his past was worthless to him now, all he cared about now was knowing Jesus and the power of his resurrection. Is that all that matters to you? Have you finally reached the point where living out in this world has burdened you down and you want it to end? Then you’re the one Jesus is looking for, and he is calling:

Matthew 11:28-30  Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 
