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Let’s open our bible to Psalms chapter one hundred and eighteen. And we will read verse eight. 

Psalms 118:8  It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.

Now with the scripture fresh in your mind, I want to read a portion of Brother Lynnford Beachy’s article in this month’s Present Truth; here he is describing his trip out west, where he attended a denominational church one Sabbath morning.

“On Sabbath morning, we visited a local church in Sacramento. There were about 4 to 5 hundred people there that day. My father-in-law and I attended a Sabbath school class where they were discussing the high priestly ministry of Christ…. (The Sabbath School teacher said)  “…there was a time way back in eternity, before anything else existed, that the trinity was all alone…. Before they created anything, all three of them got together, knowing that humans would need a Saviour, they decided to take certain roles. One of them decided to play the role of a Father, another decided to play the role of the Son, and the other decided to play the role of the Holy Spirit.” I raised my hand and asked, “If what you are saying is true, {then} the Father and Son are just pretending to be a Father and Son”..  The teacher objected to using the word “pretending,” saying he preferred the words “acting,” or “role-playing.”  

“The teacher continued, claiming that if Adam and Eve had not sinned, then there would have been no need for the trinity to take these roles; and therefore, there would be no Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, just three persons of a trinity without distinct roles. 

I raised my hand and asked, “This idea of role playing that you are talking about, can we find anything in the Bible that suggests such a thing?” After thinking for a moment, the teacher replied, “No, there is nothing in the Bible that speaks about this,” and that ended the Sabbath school class.  

My friends, when I first read this I felt like crying; here is a church with four hundred members, being taught that Jesus isn’t really the Son of GOD, that he just pretended to be God’s Son; that it is just a role, an act put on for our benefit. The people who teaches this also teaches that the person who came from heaven, called the Son, didn’t really die that day upon that cross. He wasn’t really separated from his Father, it was all a play, a great fictional drama, put on by three co-equal friends.

The sad thing is there were 500 people there; people who have read this bible, who should know better than to believe this non-sense, and yet they put their trust in a man, instead of the word of GOD. They trust the doctrines of men above the words of Almighty God. My friend you let a young child read the bible, let him read John 3:16, and ask him “Who is Jesus”? No child in this world from reading the bible would conclude that Jesus was a member of a God-Club who decided to pretend to be the Son of GOD.    Look at Proverbs 29:25.
Proverbs 29:25  The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall be safe.

Why didn’t these people stand up and rebuke this teacher, and say, “you are teaching a doctrine that is not in the bible, a doctrine that makes my God an actor, and denies that Jesus Christ is truly the Son of GOD”? 

The fear of man, the respect of man, and the trust of man. 

Many will not stand for the simple truth of God’s word because they fear they will become an outcast, that the orthodox, or the majority will label them a ‘cult’; they may be persecuted, and they may lose their membership in the ‘precious’ church.

Some will think in themselves; I’m not educated, this teacher has been to college, he has been ordained by this powerful denomination. I respect his ‘opinion’.

Others will say, “I know the preacher, he is a holy man, I trust him to teach me the truth.”

But who did David fear, respect and trust?

Psalms 25:5  Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.

David prayed that GOD would lead him into all truth; for it is God’s work, for it is GOD that promises us salvation. 

David said, “on thee do I wait all the day”. When we are searching for the truths of God’s word, we should not make hasty decisions, but we should wait on GOD to clarify the meanings. We should not ‘interpret’ the bible, but we should let the bible interpret its self. And it will do so if we let the holy Spirit lead us. Thankfully Jesus said, “the Spirit of Truth… will guide you into all truth” (John 16:13).

THE TRUTH IS SIMPLE

2Corinthians 11:3  But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.
Here Paul states that he was afraid that the church of Corinthians were being corrupted from the simple truth that is found in Christ Jesus, today Paul’s fears have come to pass. Where is the simplicity of the gospel taught?

You know, Angela my wife, often tells me that the TRUTH is Simple, and false doctrines are confusing and she is correct. Do you know what God calls the religious confusion of our day? Babylon, and my friends Babylon is all around us.

You know it has been a year since we started our little church and God has blessed us.  And for the past few weeks we have been looking at the doctrines that make us who we are; and I hope that we all can say what we believe is based upon the simplicity of the Gospel.

Is the truth that there is one God the Father, and he has an only begotten Son, and they are present with us through their holy Spirit simple enough?

Is the truth that this Son bore the sins of the whole word and died in our place completely, and was raised again by his Father simple?

Is the truth that when you believe upon the Lord Jesus Christ that you are forgiven, and your sins are blotted out at that moment simple?

Is the truth that the dead are really dead simple?

Is the truth that if you are truly a Christian, then you should love GOD enough to keep his commandments simple? (1st John 5:2-3)

All of this is SIMPLE, it is so plain that a little child can understand it. Yet how many people are teaching and believing the simple truths? Very few, they have to make things complicated, they have to add their opinions, their traditions, their worldly wisdom into the mix and the simplicity is destroyed and all that you have left is confusion. HOW SIMPLE IS IT TO BE SAVED?

Acts 16:30-31  And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 

Here was a man who wanted to know how to be saved. Now did Paul pull out a book and tell him he would have to learn 27 fundamental beliefs? Did Paul say, You will have to believe that I am an prophet? Did he give him 7 steps to follow???? No, he told him simply believe upon the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.

What must we believe about Jesus? John says we must believe that he is, who GOD said he was, his Son. (1st John 5:5).

Then you must believe that Jesus Christ died for your sins. (1st Corinthians 15:3).

You must believe that God raised Jesus from the Dead. (Romans 10:9)

And you must believe that Jesus Christ is Lord (Romans 10:9).

If you believe this, then you can be saved. Turn with me to Romans 10:9
Romans 10:9-11  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 

What did Paul say to do? Believe with your whole heart, and confess Jesus as your Lord with your mouth; if you believe with your whole heart, then your confession of him as your Lord will be sincere.

Is this simple my friends? Now did Paul tell the jailor that he had to stop smoking his cigarettes before he came to Christ? Did he tell him he had to learn to keep the Sabbath? Did he tell him that he would have to stop drinking? No! You come to GOD just as you are; I don’t care what condition you are in, I don’t care if you are the worse sinner on the planet, if you will believe upon Jesus Christ and confess him as Lord you will be saved. Once your saved, God will begin to clean you up. He will set you free from the power of sin; but this type of sanctification does not begin until you are justified. Right now Jesus loves you just the way you are, and he wants you to accept him into your heart.

Luke 7:34-35   The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners!  But wisdom is justified of all her children.

Jesus spent so much time with the lost, the Pharisees called him a “Friend to publicans and sinners”, and thankfully this part of their testimony was true. Jesus is the greatest friend the sinner never knew he had. Paul said, “While I was yet a sinner, Christ died for me”. Do you know anyone who would be willing to die in your place right now?

If you read the gospel you will see that Jesus had a great burden for the sinner man. Yes he spent some time debating and witnessing to the Pharisees but the vast majority of his precious time on this earth he was sharing the good news with those who needed it most. He said he came not to call the righteous, but the sinner to repentance.

My friends let us not neglect the sinner by spending too much time reaching out to the Pharisee.  Christ’s church is an evangelizing church, which shares the gospel with the world. My brothers and sisters we need to pray that GOD will give us a burden for the lost souls.

Turn with me to Luke chapter 13:5

Luke 13:5  I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.
What was Jesus preaching? He was preaching a gospel of CHOICE. He was told people that they were on the road to destruction; and then he showed them another way.

He told them that GOD loved mankind so much that he had made a way of salvation, and that way of salvation was through the gift of his only begotten Son. Jesus said he was the door, he was the only way, and no man comes to GOD accept through him. He said except a man be born again he could not see the kingdom of GOD (John 3:1-17). He said repent and be baptized, or be damned (Mark 16:16).

He taught that there was a heaven to gain and a hell to shun, and he laid the decision squarely in each persons lap, and he said choose you this day.

And he pleads, “choose life, please choose life” (Deuteronomy 30:19). Why will you die?

Turn with me to the book of Mark. Mark 8:36   For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?
When I was a younger, I had several people witness to me about Jesus, and I knew that I was a lost sinner, but there were things in my life that I loved, which I knew a Christian could not practice, so I chose these things of the world, over eternal life. What were they? I will name one of them, I loved Rock/Roll, I loved the band AC/DC, I had all their albums, I’d been to their concerts, I grew my hair like their lead guitar player; and I was willing to reject the gospel, so I could hold on to their music.

Is that foolish? Indeed it is. But there are people who are turning their back on eternal life for a lot less than that. But I will tell you this much, when these friends told me about Jesus, they shared a watered down gospel with me, a gospel that didn’t convict me, that didn’t move me. But one day, a Baptist brother gave me a bible, and eventually I sat down and read the book of Matthew. And I realized for the first time, that GOD loved me; that Jesus loved me. I realized that what he went through on this earth, and what he suffered at the hands of those people, and the agony he felt upon that cross, was all for me.

Until that moment I could never understand how people would say, “I love Jesus”. How could they love someone they never met? But when I seen him through the words of gospel writer, and I realized this person loved me, and his Father loved me,, I fell in love with them. And I became so sorry for my sins. And I prayed that night the Lord would save me from hell. And you know what the bible promised would happen if I called upon him?  See ROMANS 10:13

Romans 10:13  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
The Lord is truthful to his promises friend. When I called upon him to save me, he saved me. My sins were forgiven, my record of sins were blotted out, and I was clothed in the righteousness of Jesus Christ. When GOD looked upon me he didn’t see a life filled with two decades of sin, but he saw the precious, spotless life of Jesus Christ.

Not only did he save me from my record of sin, but he saved me from the power of sin. Satan had a hold in life in so many ways before I came to Jesus Christ, but when I prayed that sinner’s prayer his chains were broken. His addictions were broken, his power over me ended that day. Isn’t that the promise Jesus gives to all who come to him? 

John 8:31-32  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

It was on that day, almost six years ago that I came into the truth and the truth came into me; and I’m not talking about a set of bible doctrines my friend, but I am talking about the person, Jesus Christ. For he is the truth, the way and the life.

I didn’t know about the Sabbath, but I knew the one who made the Sabbath.

I didn’t know the truth about death, but I knew the one who had power over the grave.

I didn’t understand the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation, but I knew the one who saw the ending from the beginning.

I hadn’t read all the bible, but I knew the Author of the bible.

I had never heard of the ‘atonement’, but I experienced the atonement that day. All the sin that had come between me and my maker was washed away by the blood of the Lamb, and I had peace in my heart. And the God of the universe and his precious Son came to live in my heart, and they promised to lead me into all necessary truth.

And they gave me a desire to know all of his truth, and to separate from error.

And I tell you friends, I wouldn’t trade my relationship with them for all this world. If you don’t know Jesus, you don’t know what you are missing. Want you come and taste, and see that the Lord is good. It’ll just take a sincere prayer of faith, and you can be set free. 

