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Malachi 1:6 -10  A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour? and if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the LORD of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name? Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The table of the LORD is contemptible.

And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the LORD of hosts. And now, I pray you, beseech God that he will be gracious unto us: this hath been by your means: will he regard your persons? saith the LORD of hosts. Who is there even among you that would shut the doors for nought? neither do ye kindle fire on mine altar for nought. I have no pleasure in you, saith the LORD of hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand.

And in verse 14 we read:

14  But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing: for I am a great King, saith the LORD of hosts, and my name is dreadful among the heathen.

Here God condemns the priest of old, for despising God, for offering onto him corruption. As you know the animals that were brought to the temple to be sacrificed were to be without spot or blemish; yet the priests in the days of Malachi were offering to God the worse of the flock instead of the best.

So God asks them, would your governor be pleased with such an offering? In other words, if a king came to your home, would you not offering him the very best of your service? The best of your livestock, the best of your meals, the best seat in your home; but you’re offering me that which is with spot and blemishes.

You wouldn’t do your dad that way, and you wouldn’t do your master that way because honor and respect them, yet you do this to me; the ultimate Father, the supreme Master; I am your Creator, I am your sustainer, I have loved you and protected you; yet you forget that I am the Great King; and because you forget me, and call my ways a burden, I will forget you (Jeremiah 23:39).

Today it is easy to look back upon these priests, who compromised, who did not give God their best, who didn’t offer to GOD an acceptable sacrifice, and to think upon them as evil, wretched men. But I tell you the truth, these very same words of Malachi can apply to the church world today. Are we offering to GOD what he asks for? What does God ask us to offer to him? Turn to Romans 12:1

Romans 12:1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

Paul beseeched the Romans by the compassion of GOD, to do their reasonable service, which was to offer their bodies: that is their whole being, mind, body and spirit as a living sacrifice to GOD. Not as a corrupt sacrifice as the priests had offered, not a blemished sacrifice, but a holy sacrifice that is acceptable to GOD.

If God purchased you from death through the gift of his Son then you are not your own and if the life you now live is by the life of his Son then you are not your own. You are bought with a price; not only have you become a Son by the adoption of the Spirit, but you are also a servant to the Lord Jesus Christ; therefore we are to glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s (1st Corinthians 6:20). 

Why did Jesus purchase the church? Why did he give himself for her?

Ephesians 5: 26-27  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish

Jesus didn’t die so his people could continue in sin, but he came and died and rose again so that you could be freed from the bondage of this world and sin. And he is coming back for a church who walks after the Spirit and not after the flesh (Romans 8:1,4); a church that is unspotted with the world (James 1:27); A church that has been washed in the blood, and sanctified by the word of GOD.

That is a church that loves him with all their heart, mind, soul and strength (James 2:5); A church that longs for the soon coming of Jesus Christ (2nd Timothy 4:8).

My friend Christ is coming back for a church who does not have a secrete love affair with the god of this world (1st John 2:15).

When you profess to be a Christian, you profess to be married to Jesus Christ (Romans 7:4). When you come to Christ and are baptized you are making a commitment, a commitment to be faithful to Jesus Christ till death and beyond.

Yet so often the faithful become harlots (Isaiah 1:21). They turn from their Lord, and they run back into the arms of Satan, just like ancient Israel. How many of us have backsliders in our families? But you know, God is still merciful, and today is still the day of Salvation. And God is still offering the backslider a way of escape, he says to those backsliders, come back to me! Return to me; and I will restore you.

Look at Jeremiah 3:1

Jeremiah 3:1 ¶ They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from him, and become another man’s, shall he return unto her again? shall not that land be greatly polluted? but thou hast played the harlot with many lovers; yet return again to me, saith the LORD.

Jeremiah 3:6 ¶ The LORD said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king, Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel hath done? she is gone up upon every high mountain and under every green tree, and there hath played the harlot.  And I said after she had done all these things, Turn thou unto me. But she returned not. 

God is a merciful GOD, he is full of mercy and kindness and he has an outstretched hand; he is calling those who have turned, and he is offering restitution. Jesus showed this by the parable of the prodigal son. The son willingly left the Father’s house, he partied his livelihood away, he ended up in the hog-pen; but finally he came to his senses, and he said I will rise and go back to my Father’s house! He didn’t go thinking he was going to be fully restored to where he was before he left, he would have accepted a place of servitude; but what did he find? He found a Father that was watching for his wayward son and when the Father saw him coming he ran and met him and fell upon his neck and kissed. He put the family ring on his finger and shoes on his feet, and clothed him in the finest robe, and the Father told the servants to kill the fatted calf for they were going to celebrate the revival of his son. That is the God we serve, if the backslider will just come to their senses, and confess their sins, and seek restitution, God is offering them a revival, a new life.

It is those spiritual adulterers who are in the hog-pin that have the best opportunities to awake from their condition, because they know that they are lost. They know that they are not living like they should for the Lord, that the relationship, the trust that one must have to have salvation is non-existent. 

Inward adulterers

 But there are spiritual adulterers who are hard to spot, they are hard to pick out in the church crowd; because they go through all the motions, they don’t have the big obvious sins in their lives like the prodigal son did. They are not out fornicating, partying, smoking dope, drinking, etc… but yet they are adulterers.

 Matthew 5:28-29   But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart. And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.

Christ said those who lust in their hearts commit adultery, and many a professed Christian are lusting after the world. They are not content with the simplicity of the Christian life, they are not content with the purity of the Christian life; they long inwardly for the things of the world and Jesus said that these who lust inwardly are adulterers. 

Do you long to run with your old friends, and take part in their worldly amusement? Then you are committing adultery in your heart.

Do you think back when you use to drink, dope, and party, and say within yourself, “Those were the good old days”? Then you are committing adultery.

Do you wish you could go shopping? To the movies? or to other worldly events on the Sabbath day? Then you are committing adultery in your heart.

Do you miss your rock music? Filthy movies? Your pagan traditions? Then you are committing adultery in your heart.

When you long for the evil of this world, you sin in your heart. The world is the Christian’s enemy, the carnal mind is the enemy of GOD. If you long for it long enough, I assure you will find a way to do it. To sin you must first lust, and then let that lust conceive in your heart.

James 4:4-10  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.

To profess to follow God, and yet to long after world is to be double minded, it is an unstable situation, it is lukewarm-ness and Christ said he would spew those who are in that condition out of his mouth.

Those who are in that condition are spiritually asleep and they are in great danger; this is the condition of the sleeping virgins of Matthew 25.

Turn with me to Matthew 25:1, and lets read this parable.

Matthew 25:1-13 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.  And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.

Notice my friends, Christ did not tell these virgins that he never knew them, like he did those who did the ‘marvelous works’ in his name. No these are they who had their lamps burning, they had the goods at one time, but they were not wise. They let the cares of this life and the deceitfulness of sin extinguish their love for God (Luke 8:14, 21:34). They let a heart of unbelief come in them, and it brought forth sin unto death. And when the time came for them to enter in to the joys of the Lord, they were not ready, and Christ rejected them and he denied them.

Do you know why Christ denied them?

Matthew 10:32-33   Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.

Jesus denies those who deny him. Paul told Timothy “if we deny him, he also will deny us” (2nd Timothy 2:12). He will deny us before his Father, to everlasting ruin.

How did these virgins deny Christ? I doubt that they did so verbally, but rather by their lifestyles. Your life, your works tell the world what condition you are in. Jesus said you know the tree by its fruits, and he said a good tree cannot bring forth evil. He also said the trees that brought forth evil would be cast in the fire (Matthew 7:19, 13:40-42)

You can profess God with your mouth, and yet your heart be far from him my friends. It is not our words that prove our faith, but it is the action that our faith produces! Turn to Titus 1:16

Titus 1:16  They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.

John says, those who practice sin are of the devil (1st John 3:8).

He that doeth righteousness is righteous (1st John 3:7).

Those who say that they know God but are not willing to obey him are liars (1st John 2:4).

And he says those who love the world do not have the love of the Father in them (1st John 2:15).

Paul said those who covet will not be in the kingdom (1st Corinthians 6:10).

My friends sin originates in the heart of man. You become an inward adulterer before you become a physical adulterer, and no adulterer will be in the kingdom of GOD (1st Corinthians 6:9). What you do outwardly is only a fruit of what takes place in the heart. As Jesus said, from the heart proceeds evil (Matthew 15:18).

The sad thing is all of men are born with an evil heart; they are born with a sinful nature.

Psalms 51:5   Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.

Do you know the only cure for a sinful heart? You must let GOD tear that heart of stone out, and replace it with a pure and tender heart of flesh. If you have a heart of spiritual adultery, then you need to pray the following prayer that David prayed.

Psalms 51:6-12   Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.

God says when you seek me, you shall find; if you want to be set free from the power of sin, you can be; Get sincere with GOD, pray earnestly for his cleansing grace and seek his face. Put GOD first in your life, and feed off of his word.

If you do not know this man Jesus, if you have never known this man Jesus to day is your day of salvation. He died for your sins, he died so that you might have life. If you believe upon him with your whole heart, you can be forgiven of your sins, you can have a new heart! Salvation is just a prayer away (Romans 10:8-9).

