0In Whom Should We Trust?

In the fourteenth year of the reign of King Hezekiah, King of Judah came the Assyrian army into the holy land. The Assyrians were the dominant empire of this age, and they went forth conquering and to conquer. The empire had within its sights the kingdom of Egypt, along the path to the Nile many a great city had fallen, and others had surrendered at the mere sight of the approaching Assyrians. Yet, in their path laid a city, called Jerusalem. And to Jerusalem the Assyrian King sent his general Rabshakeh with an offer of surrender. And the general stood before those at Jerusalem and said:

Isaiah 36:16-17  Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus saith the king of Assyria, Make an agreement with me by a present, and come out to me: and eat ye every one of his vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every one the waters of his own cistern; Until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of corn and wine, a land of bread and vineyards. 

The King of Assyria was telling the Jews, Surrender to me peacefully and you can eat of your fig trees and drink of your wells, until I return and take you captive and bring you to another land like this one; just trust me. Trust me and don’t listen to Hezekiah; you know why he didn’t want them to listen to Hezekiah? Because he was telling them trust in GOD. 

Isaiah 36:18-20  Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, saying, The LORD will deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria? Where are the gods of Hamath and Arphad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim? and have they delivered Samaria out of my hand? Who are they among all the gods of these lands, that have delivered their land out of my hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand? 

He told the people, Don’t trust in your God! Just look at what we did to the gods of these other nations, they couldn’t protect those cities, and do you think your “Jehovah” can deliver Jerusalem? His argument would have been persuasive if Jehovah was like the gods of the heathen. But He is not a god of wood and stone crafted by the hands of men, but rather he is the Builder and Maker of all things; whose throne is heaven and whose footstool is this earth; and the God of Jerusalem is not a God to be reckoned with. And the faithful Jews answered the general not a word.

Isaiah 36:4-5  And Rabshakeh said unto them, Say ye now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria, What confidence is this wherein thou trustest? I say, sayest thou, (but they are but vain words) I have counsel and strength for war: now on whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against me? 

The general sent an inquiry directly to Hezekiah, and he asked, “Where is your confidence? Who are you trusting in that you would rebel against me”. Who was Hezekiah trusting in? Look at Isaiah 37:1.

Isaiah 37:1  And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the LORD.

He didn’t go to his military strategists, he didn’t go to his generals and tell them to prepare for battle. He didn’t attempt to flee for his life, but rather he humbled himself and he went into the house of GOD. He didn’t trust the power of flesh, but the everlasting power of GOD. 

When Hezekiah prayed God told him that the King of Assyria would hear a rumor and return to his own land, and he did, when he heard that the Ethiopians were coming against him; but the Assyrians were not finished. Later they sent a letter to Hezekiah.

Isaiah 37:10-11  Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God, in whom thou trustest, deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria. Behold, thou hast heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands by destroying them utterly; and shalt thou be delivered? 

The General was telling Hezekiah that the rumored war of the Ethiopians was just a coincidence, don’t let your God deceive you, you will not be delivered from our hands. Do you think that Hezekiah ran to his military leaders this time? Do you think that his knees trembled? No, God had already promised Hezekiah that the Assyrian King would die in his own land. So what did Hezekiah do?

Isaiah 37:14-15  And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD. And Hezekiah prayed unto the LORD

Where was Hezekiah’s trust? Again he showed it was in GOD. Amen when he received the letter, he took it to the house of GOD, and he opened it before the Lord and he began to pray and say, Great GOD just look at all this that the Assyrian king has written against you. Now therefore, O LORD our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you are the only True God. 

Then the word of the Lord came again through Isaiah concerning the King of Assyria:

Isaiah 37:22-23  This is the word which the LORD hath spoken concerning him; The virgin, the daughter of Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee.  Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against the Holy One of Israel. 

Isaiah 37:33-35  Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shields, nor cast a bank against it. By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the LORD.  For I will defend this city to save it for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake. 

Isaiah 37:36-38  Then the angel of the LORD went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.  So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword; and they escaped into the land of Armenia: and Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead.

IN RELATION TO TODAY

Today we face an enemy, much like the King of Assyria, he is the ruler of this world system, who has destroyed untold millions as he and his forces have marched toward perdition. And today he stands outside the gates of Spiritual Jerusalem, and he is shouting, “Let’s make a deal”. Surrender to me, and you won’t have to fight any more battles, you can live on this earth and enjoy its many pleasures. You can eat of the fruit of sin, and drink the wine of deception and feast with the drunken. You can have what ever your soul lusts after. Just don’t hearken onto the words of your king, and trust in your God.”

The question is whom are we going to trust? You know, Satan doesn’t care who you trust in, as long as it is not in God and his Son.

Hezekiah could of trusted in the walls of Jerusalem to keep him safe from the Assyrians; the same way some people think they are safe within the walls of a denomination.

My friends if Hezekiah would of trusted in that wall, it would had fell and he would have lost his life. Those who trust in the fallen denominations are going to lose theirs.

Hezekiah could of trusted in the multitude of his chariots and horsemen to lead him to victory; the same way some people think they will gain the victory by following the majority. But my friends if Hezekiah had trusted his army, he would have been overthrown.

But who are we to put our trust in? Psa 40:4 

Psa 40:4  Blessed is that man that maketh the LORD his trust, and respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies.

We are to trust in the LORD, yet today people trust their religious systems more than their GOD. They trust the flesh more than God. They believe a lie rather than the words of GOD. Why?

What is trust? To Trust is to have confidence in a person or thing. How do we gain confidence in a person? We must come to know that person. We must have a relationship with that person, and realize that they have integrity. For instance, my wife Angela, I trust her; because I know her, I have a relationship with her. I know that she is an honest person and I know she loves me. But do you think I trusted her when I first met her? No, it took years (and the Lord) to form that bond of trust that we share.

People trust what they are familiar with; what they have tried and tested and know. It is this simple, people who don’t have a relationship with God like they should, don’t trust God like they should. But the more you KNOW HIM, the more you will trust him. 

Psalms 34:8  O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.

God wants us to come and taste, he wants us to come and experience him, and see for ourselves that he is Good. He has our best interests at heart, and he has the power to ensure that his will is done in our lives. When we establish that love relationship with GOD, we can trust him. We can call upon him, and know he hears our prayers, just 

like Hezekiah, he didn’t run and ask the High Priest to pray for him, but he went and prayed himself; because he had a relationship with GOD.

GOD THINKS ABOUT US

Some people have a problem realizing that you can have a true relationship with GOD; A personal friendship with GOD. It is hard for them to imagine the great God of the universe taking time to just spend with them.

One time King David, who wrote so often about trust, was praising the Lord, and he was saying “You’re my Goodness, my fortress, my high tower, my deliverer, my shield, and he in whom I trust”  and then he paused, and I guess the awe of the Almighty God taking such an interest in his life hit him, and he said, “Lord, what is man that you think so much upon him”? (see Psalms 144:1-3). 

Sometimes it is hard to understand. We know we are but dust, little finite creatures, who have been contaminated with sin. Who are so fragile, and our lives are but a vapor. Yet GOD is so mindful of us, so involved with our lives. 

Do you think it is good to realize how frail we are? Turn with me to Psalms 39:4.

Psalms 39:4-5  LORD, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it is; that I may know how frail I am. Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth; and mine age is as nothing before thee: verily every man at his best state is altogether vanity. Selah. 

David was a mighty man of war, and a King of a powerful nation. Yet he wanted GOD to remind him that he was still only human. When we realize how weak we are, and how great God is, we will be less hesitant to trust in self, and more willing to trust in GOD. When you realize your weak, it is good to know that he who is strong is thinking about you.
Psa 40:17  But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art my help and my deliverer; make no tarrying, O my God.
Amen, David said “I am poor and needy”, but he knew one who was rich and who could fulfill every need; and he could rejoice in the thought that GOD was thinking upon him; and was willing to save him.

My friends when we realize that we are ‘poor and needy’, that we are but dust, and rebels in God’s universe; and then we think upon the plan of salvation, the wonder of it should fill us with amazement. Why would God Almighty take such an interest in the redemption of fallen man? Why would GOD not even spare his only begotten Son for us? Why would GOD let Jesus die upon that cross for us? God says for one reason, “I love you and I want the best for you”. When you realize that, when you realize that GOD is your friend, and he wants you to have eternal life. He wants you to be happy. Then you can learn to trust him. You can have confidence in him. You can rely upon him.

Do you think that a person who would give their only born child whom he greatly loved for you would withhold anything good from you?

Romans 8:32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

God says he will not withhold any good thing from us. He gave his Son for us, what wouldn’t he give us? Can we trust GOD friends? Yes we can, we can trust GOD. The question that remains is, can he trust us? Turn with me to Job 4:18
Job 4:18  Behold, he put no trust in his servants; and his angels he charged with folly:
The bible teaches us that GOD doesn’t fully trust his angels; he charged one third of them with sin, and cast them from heaven. For centuries the only one he could trust was his only begotten Son. But did you know he wants to trust you and me? He wants us to come to know him so well, and to love him so much that we will always be faithful to him. Turn with me to 1st Thessalonians 2:4.
Some may actually wonder, can GOD trust mortal man, if he doesn’t trust the angels? 

1Thessalonians 2:4  Rather, we are always spreading the Good News. God trusts us to do this because we passed his test. We don't try to please people but God, who tests our motives. (GW)

You see GOD trusted the Apostles, because they had a relationship with him, and he tested them to see if they would be faithful. And when he found them to be faithful, he entrusted them with the work of carrying his precious gospel.

Each and every day God wants to draw closer and closer to you, and he is testing you to see if he can trust you.

Luke 16:10-11  He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 

You see if cannot be faithful to God over the little things, then he knows he cannot trust us with the big things. Our unfaithfulness hinders us from receiving the full blessings of GOD.

What causes us not to receive the good things God has in store for us? Jeremiah 5:25  Your iniquities have turned away these things, and your sins have withholden good things from you.

My friends our sins, which are a result of a lack of faith, hinders us from receiving the blessings of GOD, one of the greatest sins is not trusting GOD’s Word. Friends start trusting GOD with the little things today, and you will be able to trust him with the Bigger things tomorrow. Be faithful in the small things today, and he will trust you with larger things tomorrow.

Psalms 18:30-32  As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all those that trust in him. For who is God save the LORD? or who is a rock save our God? It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect.  

