REMOVING DOUBTS

If I was asked to sum up the Gospel, in but one verse; I would choose John 3:16. “For GOD so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him, should not perish but have everlasting life”. This verse tells me that there is a GOD; a GOD that loves me and each individual upon the face of the earth. How much does he love me? As much as he loves his only begotten Son, for this verse tells me that God gave that Son to save me from death, and to grant me everlasting life.

If I could use two verses to sum up the Gospel, then I would also choose Galatians 2:20, which reads.

Galatians 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

This verse tells me that not only does GOD love me as much as he loves his Son; but the Son loves me as much as he loves his own self; for he gave himself for me. The bible tells me to love my wife as I love my own self (Ephesians 5:28), because this is how Christ loves the Church, that he was willing to die for it (Ephesians 5:25).

But not only does this verse show me that Jesus loves me, and that he died for me; but it explains to me the born again experience. Remember Jesus told Nicodemus “You must be born again”; if you want to see the Kingdom of GOD my friends, you must be born again. Do you remember what Nicodemus asked Jesus? He said how can an old man be born again? Do I have to enter the womb the second time? He didn’t understand what Jesus was talking about did he? So many people have no idea what Jesus was talking about even today. But this verse explains it so clearly.

Paul said, “I am crucified with Christ”. Did Paul mean he was hung from a tree, when Jesus was crucified? No! But rather he had been to the foot of the Cross. He knelt before the crucified Savior and said, “I am sorry for my sins; have mercy upon me a sinner. GOD I don’t want to live this life any longer, Lord come into my heart and make me a new person”.

Then Paul states “nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me”. The Son of the only True GOD, lived inside Paul; and Paul could exclaim: “This life that I now live isn’t me living it, but the Son of GOD lives with in me”. Paul laid down his sinful life, his old man at the cross; and he received the precious life of Jesus Christ. He became a brand new creature; and he was born again.

HOW WAS HE BORN AGAIN?

“and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

By one means; that is by faith. He believed. He believed that Jesus Christ was the Son of GOD. He believed that Jesus Christ died for his sin. He believed that Jesus rose again and ascended to the right hand of the throne of GOD; and he believed that if he bowed down and repented of his sins and asked Jesus into his heart that he would come. And when he asked and he believed, it happened.

What did Jesus tell us would happen if we would pray and believe?

Matthew 21:22  And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.

Jesus tells us to just believe. If you need forgiveness, then sincerely ask, and believe that he forgives you, and he promises that you will be forgiven.

If you need to be born again, then ask Jesus to come into your life and give you a new heart, and then believe that he has done it. And he promises that he’ll make you a new creature.

But the bible teaches that if you ask something of the Lord and you doubt, you are wasting your breath; He who doubts will not receive anything from him (James 1:6-7). 

Jesus said this , “According to your faith be it unto you” Matthew 9:29  

And in another place he said, Matthew 8:13  And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour.

You hear people say sometimes, “I prayed, but I don’t know if GOD forgave me”. My friend, I assure you he didn’t. If you ask for mercy, but don’t believe GOD gives you mercy, then you have not obtained mercy. The word of GOD promises us that if we will confess our sins he is faithful to forgive us our sins and cleanse of all unrighteousness. You can trust the word of GOD can’t you? If you sincerely repent, then believe that He has sincerely forgiven.

If you want a new heart, if you want to be a new creature, then pray, “God create in me a new heart” and believe, and he has promised that he will give you a new heart. (JEREMIAH 23:23-24)
WHY DO WE LIMIT GOD?

Jeremiah 23:23-24  Am I a God at hand, saith the LORD, and not a God afar off? Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the LORD.

During the early 90’s we heard a lot about businesses downsizing. In this modern era in which we live, what has been down sized more than anything in the minds of the people is GOD. They limit GOD; people of the Christian faith limit GOD. They distance themselves from so many blessings. It is like GOD has an out stretched hand with so many good things for us, and we’re closing our eyes and saying, “I don’t believe it”.

My friends, when we kneel and pray, and call upon our Heavenly Father; we are calling upon the Almighty God of the Universe. He is not some ‘old man’ sitting on a throne; my friend he fills the heavens and the earth. He simply spoke the word and from nothing this world appeared. He hung the sun and the moon in the sky. He told the oceans that they only could come this far, and they obeyed. He placed each star in the night sky and named them all. If we could travel faster than the speed of light, it would still take us thousands and thousands of years to go from one side of the universe to the other. And God says his Spirit fills the heavens. Six Billion people exist in the world today and GOD knows each person. He has every hair on every head numbered. And this awesome being loves you, and with his whole heart he wants to do you good. In fact he said he would withhold no good thing from you. 

But man today must either think that GOD isn’t very big, or he just doesn’t care about us. When something goes wrong with their health, the first thing they do is run down to Doctor Babylon; instead of calling upon and trusting the Great Physician. The Doctor may have a PhD but God is acquainted with every cell in your body. He designed it, and it lives because his breath is in it. And all he has to do is speak a word and it will be made whole.

Do you want to see how awesome prayer is? Turn with me to Joshua.

Joshua 10:12-14  Then spake Joshua to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day. And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the LORD hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the LORD fought for Israel.

The bible says that the fervent prayers of a righteousness man avails much. Here the prayer of faith stopped the Sun in its tracks, and the moon from fulfilling its course. You may say that is impossible! But nothing is impossible with GOD, and Jesus said all things are possible to him that believes (Mark 9:23).

My friend Jesus taught that the prayer of faith could move mountains; didn’t he?

Turn with me to Mark 11; and I’m sure you remember when Jesus came to the fig tree looking for fruit and there were none, so he cursed the fig tree. The disciples heard him, and the next day they were walking by the fig tree and they noticed something about it.

 Mark 11:20-4  And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots.   And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him, Master, behold, the fig tree which thou cursedst is withered away. And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.  For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.  Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. 

We all will come across mountains in our Christian experience; things that the enemy places in our path, to hinder our journey. But Jesus said if we would just believe these things would be removed.

When Jesus had fasted for 40 days and Satan came and said, “I’ll give you all these kingdoms if you bow and worship me”. Jesus replied, “Get thee hence, Satan”. Get away from me Satan, for it is written You shall only worship the Lord thy God”, and the bible says Satan left (Matthew 4:10-11). 
As long as we are in this body we are going to be tempted, but GOD has promised that with every temptation he will make a way of escape. We must simply learn to believe and trust him; If Satan tempts you, call upon Jesus, he is a faithful high priest and has promised to succor thee (Hebrews 2:18). 

IS HE BIG ENOUGH TO FREE YOU FROM SIN?

 Many people believe that GOD is big enough to create this universe, they believe he can speak a world into existence with one word, and they believe he is big enough to heal people of many dreaded diseases; but they do not believe God can heal us of our sin sickness. Why don’t they believe God? (John 8:31-36) 
John 8:31-36  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.  And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 

The bible says that Jesus came to save his people from their sins (Matthew 1:21). What sin is too big for GOD to conquer? Can GOD cause the murderer to stop murdering? Can GOD cause the adulterer to be faithful?  What sin can’t God overcome? My friends God promises in his word that “SIN SHALL NOT HAVE DOMINION OVER YOU”. If you are a servant of GOD then you cannot be a servant of sin; you cannot serve two Masters. 

God promises you victory over every known sin. There is no ‘five step program’ to gain this victory. God doesn’t say “It will take a few weeks”. He tells us to pray and ask for it with faith believing and it will be ours.

HELP MY UNBELIEF

Once a man brought his demon possessed son to Jesus; and he began to tell Jesus how the Spirit tried to destroy his Son.

Mark 9:22  And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and help us. 

The man knew where to turn, he knew whom to call upon for help; but he wasn’t for sure that Jesus would help. He doubted within himself. Notice he said, “IF thou canst do any thing”.

Mark 9:23  Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.

Jesus gives the man a rebuke for his unbelief. He tells him, IF you can believe… then he gives him a glimmer of hope, “All things are possible to him that believeth”.

Mark 9:24  And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.

With tears and in distress the man cried out, Lord I believe, I have faith in you, but I need your help to remove all doubt. 

That is a prayer we all need to pray. Everyone here has a measure of faith. Even those who don’t know the Lord, they wouldn’t be here if they didn’t believe that Jesus was real. But do you have enough faith to believe that GOD loves you and that it only takes a prayer to have all your sins washed away, and when you stand up you can be a new creature? Do you believe he will accept you and in no wise turn you away? “Lord remove all doubts”.
And there are some here that are struggling with things in their life that GOD doesn’t want there. You may know that GOD is bigger than your sin or addiction; but something is in your heart keeping you from laying it aside. Do you believe that with one prayer you can be set free from what ever it is that troubles you for the rest of your life? Do you believe that? “Lord remove all doubts”.

Some of us may struggle with an illness, or we will struggle with an illness. Can we trust GOD for our healing? Do you believe that through prayer, any illness can be healed? “Lord remove all doubts”.

What ever need you have in your life, I want you to pray about it today, and I want you to remember the words of Jesus

“If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.”

