DREAMLAND SCHOOL, AKUMADAN – OFFINSO NORTH, ASHANTI - GHANA
Q.1.
what initially made you decide to set up Dreamland School?
The increasing number of orphans, needy and less-fortunate children became a matter of grave concern to me and touched my heart so much so that since the year 2000 I began having sleepless nights over it. Whenever I came across children of school going age (between 5yrs and 6yrs) roaming our community during school hours my heart jumped and I became down hearted. I would confront some of them and questioned why they were not in school and most invariably the answer was “my parents are dead and there is no one to take care of me”. Others would reply “my parents say they cannot afford my school fees, uniform, exercise books, textbooks etc.” This moved me to conceive the idea of establishing Dreamland School for orphans, needy and less-fortunate children in my community as my modest contribution to mankind.

Q.2.
Why the school is called Dreamland?

I know that almost all children are naturally endowed with very useful talents which can be realized to help them and society at large. However, those who unfortunately lose one parent or both early in life, or born into abject poverty may never realize their dream or potential. I chose the name “Dreamland” in order to encourage such disadvantaged children to gain confidence that with the needed support through education, there is no difference between them and the other children and that they too can attain their “DREAM” (maximum potential) in life.

Q.3.
What is the Dreamland Motto?

The motto of Dreamland School is “Giving a Helping Hand”

I have always felt that to avert the rising crime rate in our society such as armed robbery, senseless, killings, sniffing of cocaine, smoking of Indian hemp, rape etc. by the youth, all hands must be on desk to pull resources to support the less-fortunate right from their infancy. When they are well educated they will serve society rather than becoming a burden and a nuisance to society.
Q.4. 
What difference does education make in determining the future of these children?

Education is the greatest asset that anyone can acquire in this modern world. Knowledge is power. Education can equip the less fortunate children with the requisite skills and abilities to enable them take up jobs in future to better their life and also contribute their quote to the national development effort. Without education these children will be prone to social vices. 

Q.5.
What is the best thing about your job?

I feel fulfilled when I see that God is using me to get disadvantaged children off the streets into the classroom where they are equipped with employable skills and knowledge. I feel really good when it dawns on me that my dream of transforming these children is, at last, being realized.

Q.6.
What school resources are you in most need of and which school resources are the most difficult to obtain?
Textbooks, exercise books, pens, pencils, tables, chairs and (used) computers are the things we need most. Provided one has funds these resources are readily available in the open market.

Q.7.
When you first started raising money for Dreamland school what did you specifically hope to achieve?

I began the school in a church building hoping to later save or raise some money to acquire some plots of land on which I would put up a classroom block to properly and conveniently house the children, as the number grew. Currently I have moved the school from the church building to a temporary five-classroom wooden structure. I have, with the help of the caretaker chiefs of Akumadan, acquired plots of land with a view to building a permanent six-classroom block, with two offices a dormitory, a kitchen etc.

Q.8. 
How much will it cost to complete the building of the Dreamland Primary School?

It will cost about GH¢36,800 = £18,400 to complete the building of the 6-unit classroom block for the Dreamland Primary.
Q. 9.
If you weren’t restricted by money what would you want to create for the children of Akumadan and surrounding villages?

I would like to give three square meals to them everyday, provide decent accommodation, medical care and recreational facilities for them. In addition, a mini-bus to help convey them to places of interest such as tourist sites, inter-school football and athletic games as well as help in the purchases of foodstuffs for the school.
Q.10.
How do you intend to maintain the Dreamland school financially once it has been built?

We would make school garden/farm. Some of the produce would be used to support the feeding of the children, while the rest would be sold to earn income to buy other things needed for the running of the school.

We intend forming a Parents/Guardians and Teachers Association (PTA) which would be orientated to contribute their widow’s mite to support the running of the school.

Q.11.
How can you explain to people in the UK why they should help to support you and the children at your school? 
During the past two decades street-children has become the order of the day in Ghana, especially in the regional capitals and the other big cities and towns. This has been traced to the rural-urban drift.  This has its attendant social vices such as armed robbery, rape, teenage pregnancies, cocaine sniffing, Indian hemp smoking, child delinquency, senseless killings etc. Studies have shown that less fortunate children who do not have access to education form the greater proportion of those who take to these anti-social behaviours. Dreamland School, which began in October 2003 with ten (10) needy children and five (5) orphans, now has ninety (60) needy children and forty (40) orphans. I feel if I am supported financially to sustain and increase the intake of this number of disadvantaged children it will be beneficial to the Ghanaian society and the world at large since due to globalization crime in Ghana is crime everywhere.

Q.12. 
Where would you want Dreamland to be in five years’ time?

My dream for the children of Dreamland School is big. Now the pioneers are in Primary four (P 4). I want Dreamland School to end at the Junior High School (JHS) level.
In five years’ time the first batch of students would be awaiting their Basic Education Certificate Examinations (BECE) results and I expect a 100 percentage pass with excellence for all the students.

I expect Dreamland School to be counted among the best schools in Ghana in general and in Ashanti Region in particular. This can make the children feel proud and complete with their other counterparts at the Senior High School (SHS) level. 

Q.13.
What impact has the success of this project had on your life?

Not withstanding the teething problems, especially financial, that Dreamland School has been undergoing, I am not perturbed or disturbed. As a God-fearing man, my joy is full when I see the children who look unto me (and their volunteer teachers) as their fathers. I now see myself as not being the father of my own children alone, but of some orphans and needy children.
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INTRODUCTION
Dreamland School was founded in the year 2003 by James Donkor Dugger and Agartha Amponsah (a couple) who saw the need to helping the orphans and the disadvantage ones in and around the Akumadan community, in the Ashanti region of Ghana.

The increasing number of orphans, needy and less-fortunate children became a matter of grave concern to the couple and touched their heart so much so that since the year 2000 they conceived the idea of establishing such a school. They then began soliciting assistance to start this noble course which never came until the year 2003 when they began the school on their own with 15 children made up of 5 orphans and 10 needy one.  The couple views Dreamland School for orphans, needy and less-fortunate children in my community as my modest contribution to mankind.

ADDRESSED ISSUES

Currently the Dreamland School have been addressing the issues of :-

· Orphans

· Needy Children

· Street children, and

· Education and Counselling for such people
LOCATION AND ACCESSIBILITY

The Dreamland School is located at Akumadan in the Offinso North District of Ashanti Region of Ghana.  It is about 60 miles from Kumasi the capital city of Ashanti region. 
BRIEF HISTORY

Dreamland School was founded in year 2003 with only 15 orphans and needy children between the ages of 4 and 6 years, in an uncompleted Church Building.  After about four years, the school was compelled to leave the Church premises which became a big blow to the founders of the school.  Through the help of a philanthropist, the school was allowed to use a small piece of land on which there was one room landcrete building.  It is on this piece of land that the school has constructed a five classroom wooden structure which is currently in use.  And the one-room original landcrete building is being used as the office of the school.  

Currently the school has 130 pupils aged between 2 and 13 years.  Out of this there are 40 orphans and 60 needy children.

The school has also acquired its own piece of land big enough for its intended future development purposes.

OBJECTIVES

· To provide basic education to orphans, street children and underprivileged children to become productive members of the society.

· To provide guidance and counselling for the underprivileged children and the orphans for them to utilise their potentials.

· To provide basic necessities such as clothing, shelter, health and food for the orphans and the needy children to make life meaningful for them.

ACHIEVEMENTS
The following are some of the achievements made by the Dreamland School since its establishment.
· Providing basic education and feeding for 130 children) on daily basis.

· Providing free basic education for 40 orphans and 60 needy ones.

· Expanding from nursery education to primary stage four.

· Providing its staff INSET on management, first aid and educational issues

· Acquired a vast land for development purposes through the help of the community and other philanthropists

· Constructed a five-classroom wooden structure for studies, wooden kitchen and toilet facilities.

· Making contacts or links with donor organisations and volunteers (both home and abroad) to support the school.

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE NEXT THREE (3) YEARS
· To Construct 2 No. 6-unit classroom blocks for the Primary and Junior High Schools.
· To furnish the Classrooms with tables and chairs for the children

· To Construct a 8-bedroom Dormitory block for the orphans inmates

· To furnish the Dormitory rooms with beds and mattresses for the inmates (orphans).

· To Construct a Kitchen and Dining Hall for the inmates

· To provide free feeding for the orphans on 3 times a day basis

· To get sponsorship for the orphans in terms of clothing, shoes, books, pens and pencils.

· To construct Administrative block for the school

· To get sponsorship for staff remunerations 

· To establish an ICT centre for the school

RECEIVED FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Funding has been received from the following individuals in support of the school.

· Pastor Pinnock, UK

· Local Friends and relatives

· The School PTA/GTA

EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURES

The present school is made up of 5 temporary wooden classrooms, 1 landcrete room as office, 1 wooden kitchen and 2 toilets (one for staff and one for the children).  The breakdown is as follows.
· One Nursery and Kindergarten class

· One Stage 1 Class

· One Stage 2 Class

· One Stage 3 Class

· One Stage 4 Class

· One Office

· Two Toilet facilities

STAFF STRENGTH

The School currently employs 1 Administrator, 1 Head teacher and 6 classroom teachers.  Also there is a cook who sees to feeding needs of the children.  However, these staffs are woefully remunerated, but they have volunteered to help realise the dream of the school.  The District Directorate of the Ministry of Education through its officials do come to inspect the school and to train the teachers from time to time.

JUSTIFICATIONS
Statistics from the Ministry of Education and the reality on the grounds indicate that there are many orphans, needy children, underprivileged children of school going age in the Akumadan Community who cannot attend school because of poverty related problems and lost of parents.  Out of the many such children, most end up in the streets, abused and neglected as well as engaged in all form of social vices.

Dreamland School project will go a long way to address these problems and try to make life better for the children to be self-reliant in future.

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENTAL PROJECTS AND BUDGET FOR 2008 -2010
	ITEM
	TOTAL BUDGET IN £
	2008 BUDGET  IN £
	2009 BUDGET  IN £
	2010 BUDGET   IN £

	1. Construct 2 No. 6-unit classroom blocks 

2. Furniture (tables and Chairs) for the Classrooms
3. Construct a 8-bedroom Dormitory block 

4. Beds and mattresses for the Dormitory rooms

5. Construct a Kitchen and Dining Hall

6. Provide free feeding for orphans on 3 times daily

7. Sponsorship for the orphans in terms of clothing, shoes, books, pens and pencils
8. Construct Administration Block 

9. Sponsorship for staff remunerations
10. Establish ICT centre 
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	TOTAL
	115,135
	32,400
	49,715
	33,020
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